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WWhheenn  iitt’’ss  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttrraannssffeerr
Community colleges play a fundamental

role in the educational system in the United
States.  Almost half of the undergraduate stu-
dents attending college in the country have been
serviced in some way by the community college
system.  Affordability, quality education and
open access are longstanding cornerstones of
community colleges.  It goes without saying that
millions of individuals would be without access
to education if it weren’t for community col-
leges.  It is estimated that the majority of new job
development in the next few years will require
some level of advanced education.  Community
colleges not only provide opportunities for indi-
viduals but also serve to fill the demand of the
enhanced requirements necessary to stimulate
economic development.  According to statistics
gathered by American Association of Commu-
nity Colleges (AACC), 11.5 million students are
enrolled community colleges across the country.
For many students, community college is a step-
ping stone for future goals.  

To transfer or not to transfer becomes the
question for many students that attend commu-
nity colleges. Just a short few semesters after
starting the journey to higher education, students
are once making significant decisions about the
next chapter in their educational career.  The
typical community college is diverse with stu-
dents from different backgrounds who have
chosen community colleges as a starting point
for their future career plans. For some this may
be the first college experience, for others, a step-
ping stone to a career change. Regardless of the
reason, there comes a time that each student 
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AAllbbaannyy  ccuuttss  rraattttllee  ppuubblliicc  ccoolllleeggeess

The latest piece of news to
come amidst economic crisis in-
cludes Governor Paterson’s steep
budget cuts in CUNY and SUNY
schools. The proposed budget re-
ductions would cut student pro-
grams, layoff many teachers and
support staffs, and threaten to “un-
dermine opportunities for students
looking to start careers and unem-
ployed workers training for new
jobs” (http://www.nysut.org).  Pater-
son’s proposal includes a $84.3
million dollar cut from CUNY’s
2011-12 budget. This would de-
crease financial aid and tuition as-
sistance for books. This would
inevitably result in some students
being unable to attend school alto-
gether. An article by Anna
Gustafson entitled “Queens Col-

lege Students Worried Over
CUNY Cuts” describes such stu-
dents.  One student in the article
explained that she would probably
have to leave school altogether be-
cause her family cannot afford to
pay more for her education. 

Paterson feels the cuts are nec-
essary and released a statement say-
ing that “there are no more easy
answers” and we must stop “spend-
ing money that we do not have. Sig-
nificant spending reductions are
necessary if we want to emerge
from this crisis and build a strong
fiscal and economic recovery”
(Gustafson).

There has been quite a re-
sponse to the situation from stu-
dents and teachers. Just a few
weeks ago students and professors
from the SUNY and CUNY
schools joined forces in Albany on
March 9th to protest the proposed

budget cuts. The protest was organ-
ized by the New York Public Inter-
est Research Group. Students and
employees were given a chance to
talk with legislators about the issues
surrounding the cuts. Hundreds
showed up to express their con-
cern.

In addition, New York State
United Teachers (NYSUT)
launched a statewide campaign by
creating two commercials that air in
New York, informing New York-
ers about the budget cuts.  The ads
strive to remind the public that in-
vesting in higher education would
help the current economic state.
The president of NYSUT, Richard
C. Iannuzzi, stated that “New
York’s recovery will hinge on busi-
ness’ ability to hire skilled workers
to develop new products in what is
emerging as a knowledge-based
economy.” He added that “If Al-

bany fails to reject the governor’s
proposed education cuts to public
schools, to SUNY, CUNY and
their community colleges, business
leaders will go out of state to hire
skilled workers for knowledge-
based jobs or they may not be in a
position to create any new jobs at
all” (http://www.nysut.org). The
budget cuts not only have immedi-
ate negative effects but would hurt
the future of students and the job
market. 

Many students attending
SUNY and CUNY schools share
the same sentiments as Iannuzzi.
Colleen Calder, student at SUNY
Buffalo, fears for the quality of edu-
cation, stating, “SUNY Buffalo al-
lows me and countless fellow
students to affordably receive a
nursing degree. We need schools
like SUNY Buffalo to offer the best
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Shiels suggests that commu-
nity college students wishing to
transfer to selective colleges
should be aware of the transfer re-
quirements and that selection is
not solely based on GPA: “Selec-
tion is based, more importantly on
the courses a student has com-
pleted. We are looking for solid
academic
achievement,
grades of B
or better in
liberal arts
courses, a
clear sense of
a student’s ac-
ademic inter-
est and fit with our University
clearly expressed in the applica-
tion essay, and leadership experi-
ence.” She adds “We see a
concern about affordability of a
four year education and not com-
pletely understanding how finan-
cial aid is awarded and available.
There is a need for Community
College advisors and faculty to be-
come aware of and share the

breadth of transfer opportunities
with their high achieving students
early in the process, as transferring
takes planning.”

In his book “Accept My Kid,
Please!,” Hank Herman describes
the stress and anxiety felt by par-
ents and their children in navigating
the application process.  He notes

that parents can put undue pres-
sure on their children to achieve
things that they themselves have
not been able to accomplish.
Westchester County, known for its
wealthy and über-competitive resi-
dents, boasts some of the best high
schools in the country, and so ex-
pectations can be high. 

In the past community col-
leges were seen as a place for stu-

dents with limited options, but
that perception has changed signif-
icantly in recent years.  As the
economy flounders and the cost
of a four-year degree continues to
rise – some estimates indicate that
students entering kindergarten this
year will spend over of $200,000
for a four year degree at a private

college when they
reach college age –
more parents and
students are look-
ing to the commu-
nity college as the
secret path to the
Ivy League.   

AAbboouutt  tthhee  AAuutthhoorr
Mr. Hyland is currently a Professor
of Business at Westchester Com-
munity College. He is an alumnus
of Westchester Community Col-
lege, and transferred to the Whar-
ton School of the University of
Pennsylvania, where he earned a
BS in Economics.  He is currently
a doctoral candidate at Columbia
University Teachers College and
lives in White Plains, NY, with his
wife and three children.

Each year a new wave of high
school students apply to college with
the hope of gaining acceptance to a
selective college or university. Of
course where there is opportunity
and prestige there is also competi-
tion, and perhaps nowhere is this
more manifest than in gaining en-
trance into a top school.  Many stu-
dents, despite having a strong
background in high school are
edged out in the fierce competition.  

Fully ninety-five percent of stu-
dents who gain entrance to Prince-
ton and Yale each year are in the
top ten percent of their graduating
high school classes, and the other six
Ivies are similarly weighted with top
students.  Those students not in the
top ten percent may include legacies
(students whose parents attended
the same school), students from
states with lower representation at
that particular school (think Alaska)
or students who have other strengths
like unique creative abilities or a
fresh perspective as demonstrated in
their admissions essays.  This leaves
many excellent and highly qualified
students out in the cold.  

Most students who are rejected
from their first choice simply move
on to their second or third choice
schools, while others may appeal the
decision.  (Many, though not all, top
schools offer applicants the ability to
appeal the decision, but most stu-
dents do not gain entry upon appeal
according to the College Board.)

Another, less obvious way to
gain entry to a top tier school is to
start at a community college.  Per-
ceptions of community colleges vary
greatly depending on whom you
ask, but it might be surprising to
some that community college stu-
dents regularly transfer to top
ranked four-year colleges.  For par-
ents, community colleges have great
appeal due to their affordability, aca-
demic support, and proximity to
home among other things.  But a
lesser known benefit is that they can
also serve as an alternate pathway
into elite colleges.  

Hard statistics on the number
of students who gain acceptance to
top schools in this way are hard to
come by,  but “parents and students
have been using this approach for-
ever,” says Professor John Christe-
sen, Chairman of the Department of
Business at Westchester Commu-
nity College.  “Over the years, many
of our best students have gone on to
great schools like Wharton [Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania], NYU, Clark-
son and ILR [the School of
Industrial Labor Relations at Cor-
nell]. This year we have a handful of
alumni attending Cornell.”

Not far from Westchester,
Rockland Community College also
has many success stories.  On aver-
age, ten to twelve students transfer

from RCC to the NYU Steinhard
School of Education on scholarships
each year.  “For the last two years in
a row one of our students has re-
ceived a full scholarship to Har-
vard,” offers Len Gersten from the
Student Services department at
RCC.  “Each year we have students
who transfer to Columbia, Brown,
and Cornell.”

Author Peter Sacks suggests
that the eventual payoff to students
who attend elite colleges -- those
from of all ethnic backgrounds -- can
be extraordinary.  Graduates of elite
schools out-earn counterparts na-
tionwide by almost $40,000 a year
and are far more likely to enter
highly paid, prestigious professions.
According to Sacks, 3 percent of
college graduates nationally become
physicians, while 15 percent of grad-
uates from prestigious colleges do
so.  With so much at stake, it is no
surprise that students and parents
from all backgrounds are desirous
of these colleges.

If the elite colleges can afford to
be so selective, one might wonder
why they accept transfer students at
all. There are in fact several benefits
these colleges gain by admitting trans-
fer students.  First, it can alleviate the
need for student housing given the
fact that freshman tend to require on-
campus housing more than upper
classmen – and transfer students
often come in as juniors.  It can also
help offset attrition and increase en-
rollment in higher-level courses.  

According to Cathleen Sheils,
Associate Director and Transfer Co-
ordinator at Cornell University,
“Community College students bring
their unique experiences to their
transfer University. Often they have
a breadth of leadership and work ex-
perience and are able to transition
by getting involved in student organi-
zations, research labs and on cam-
pus employment at their four year
University.”

According to New York Uni-
versity’s website, roughly 32% of
those who applied to the school as
freshmen in 2003 were accepted.
Fully 35% of the 4,692 students who
applied for transfer to NYU in the
same year were accepted.  The per-
centages are clearly, if only slightly, in
favor of the transfer student.  Parents
and students in the know can, and
do take advantage of this fact.  

Although they tend to empha-
size their differences, most colleges
and universities look for similar traits
in a prospective student.  A strong
academic record, good leadership
skills, extracurricular activities, high
SAT scores, community service,
strong writing skills, and a strong de-
sire to succeed, are some of the hall-
marks of a successful applicant.  If a
student is missing some of these at-
tributes in high school, a community
college can offer another chance to
demonstrate these abilities and en-
hance an application.

CCCCss::  SSeeccrreett  ppaatthh  ttoo  ttoopp  uunniivveerrssiittiieess
PPrrooff..  RRiicchhaarrdd  SS..  HHyyllaanndd
Westchester CC

TTwwoo--yyeeaarr  ccoolllleeggeess  hhaadd  bbeeeenn
sseeeenn  aass  aa  ppllaaccee  ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss
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SSccaamm  vviiccttiimm  ssppeeaakkss  oouutt

An unexpected windfall --
$2869.23. An easy job doing
something she did anyway – shop-
ping. 

Walmart. Burger King.
“The job was to be a mystery

shopper. The easiest job in the
world,” she said. “Buy everything I
want, and get paid for it.”

Then Jamie Smith of Nassau
Community College was sent on a
secret mission -- use her new skills
to test out Western Union on
March 5.

“I didn’t think the job wasn’t
real,” she added. “I used to work
at Waldbaums, and we’d get mys-
tery shoppers there all the time.”

She did her best double-oh-
seven. Taking notes on how the
Western Union clerk processed
her order. She made some idle
chit-chat with the clerk, who han-
dled the transaction well. 

Unfortunately.
Because in a few seconds of

the whirr and buzz of a modem,
Smith’s windfall was gone -- and
then some. She was suddenly
$2400 in the hole. 

As her good check was being
coverted to Euros by a recipient in
Spain, the checked she’d originally
gotten from a group called Secret
Shoppers bounced. 

“I faxed over my evaluations
of Walmart, Burger King and
Western Union on Friday and Sat-
urday. By Monday I tried to use
my ATM card and couldn’t. It was
locked down.”

The Secret Shoppers com-

pany was gone, with Smith’s cash,
and Smith’s bank wasn’t too
happy. They froze her account,
tacked on some fees and Smith --
who barely was getting by finan-
cially as a community college stu-
dent – was in a panic.

“It’s a good thing I got my tax

return, and have my parents,” she
said, “because [Secret Shoppers]
took every little bit from me.”

The 26-year-old studying to
be an RN orginally got an email
from Secret Shoppers after filling
out a form on a site for job-seek-
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NNeeww  ttoo  tthhee  ssmmaallll  ssccrreeeenn

Perhaps I’m showing my age here, but it’s just
not like it used to be when we had just three networks
with regular programming. Our TV shows had their
season premieres in September, just after Labor Day,
would go on hiatus for a few weeks around Christ-
mas, then would go on summer hiatus sometime in
May, just before Memorial Day. We’d have “sum-
mer replacement series” and reruns throughout June,
July, and August. With the addition of Fox and CW
as networks, and more cable outlets than you can
count, we have new seasons starting and ending every
month of the year. The month of April is no different.

We have many series going on hiatus this
month, but the one that stands out in front of all the
others is “Ugly Betty,” as it not only ends its season,
but ends its run on ABC after four seasons. There
was a certain irony of the show that revolved around a
fashion magazine, yet focused on a person who was
called “Ugly” in the title,  and the series gained a
quick following, but with it moving all around the
schedule recently, it spelled sure doom. It’s only fit-
ting that a few weeks before the series finale on April
14, Betty is scheduled to finally get those braces off.

ABC is replacing “Ugly Betty” on the schedule
with “Happy Town” on April 28, which appears to be
yet another ironically named series. It revolves
around Haplin, Minnesota, which has lived in peace
for the past five years after an earlier series of abduc-
tions. The main suspect in the kidnappings, “Magic
Man,” returns to Haplin, and many wonder he’s back
to abduct more of the townsfolk. ABC is comparing
the new series to “Twin Peaks” in their ads, and if so,
it’s quite a difference from “Ugly Betty.” CBS, mean-
while, is adding “Miami Medical” to its schedule on
April 2. The series follows a team of surgeons who
enjoy the adrenaline rush of working on traumas, and

they works solely on patients with injuries that are life-
threatening. How many medical shows to do we need
to add before we can finally replace “ER?”

“Bones” and “Fringe” will be seeing their spring
premieres on April 1, and one week later, “Bones”
will celebrate its 100th episode. This will take fans
back six years ago as Brennan and Booth reflect back
on their first case together. As Sweets finishes his
book on their partnership, Brennan and Booth make
sure the story gets told the right way. “The Hills” and
“The City” return to MTV on April 27. Many people
that tune in this time, after having the over-saturation
that was Speidi last year, will do so just to see what
Heidi Montag will look like after all that plastic sur-
gery she admitted to being addicted to late last year.

The highlights for the month aren’t just reserved
to returning, debuting, and departing series, though.
We also have a few great specials, and they’re both
related to Fox’s “American Idol” in some way. After a
one year departure, the series will return to it’s “Idol
Give Back” week midway through the season. This
time it’ll be April 21. No announcements have been
made yet as to who the special guests will be, but it’s
bound to be momentous as usual. But if you’re feel-
ing sentimental for last year, “Friday Night Alright” is
closing out their season with “Adam Lambert Un-
plugged” on April 9.

NNooww  oonn  DDVVDD
Science Fiction fans will get their fill on April 6

this month when “Battlestar Galactica: The Complete
Series Box Set” is released. This 26 disc set is in
widescreen and covers all four seasons of the series
that ended in 2008. It stars Edward James Olmos and
Mary McDonnell. Once you get done with all 26
discs, if you’re not too tired, the 1978 animated ver-
sion of “The Lord of the Rings” has been remastered
and is being released on April 6 as well.
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You know a film has to be good when it combines two great comedi-
ans. Steve Carell and Tina Fey star as a married couple looking for a little
extra excitement. While Fey’s humor follows Carell’s with “30 Rock” ap-
pearing on NBC right after “The Office,” here they star together. Married
couple Phil and Claire Foster have their weekly “date night,” but decide to
spice it up a little, going to a hot new restaurant and stealing someone else’s
reservations. Unfortunately, this gets them confused for a couple of
thieves, setting them up for a real adventure to spice up their marriage.
Mark Wahlberg, James Franco, Leighton Meester, Kristen Wiig, Ray Li-
otta, Mila Kunis, and Mark Ruffalo also costar. “Date Night” opens April 9.

Tyler Perry doesn’t need a funny costar, or a director or screenwriter
either. He’s a one man movie production house. The same guy behind
“Tyler Perry’s Madea’s Family Reunion” and “Tyler Perry’s Meet the
Browns,” is behind the sequel to “Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married?”
This brings together the same cast and characters as the college friends
now all struggle with married life.  Although he doesn’t need anyone else,
it does also star Janet Jackson, Cicely Tyson, and Louis Gossett Jr. Just a
few names to throw around. “Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married
Too?” makes its debut April 2 in theaters.
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11--oonn--11  TTuuttoorriinngg  AAddddss
UUpp  aatt  NNCCCC  MMaatthh  LLaabb
Algebra. Calculus. Logic and

set theory. Advanced calculus. To
many college students these math
courses can be quite intimidating
or down right frightening. So
where can one go to keep his head
above water in the endless sea of
cines and cosines?  At Nassau
Community College, it’s the Math
Success Center.

The center, which is open
Monday through Saturday, is
staffed by 11 tutors (called
“coaches”) whose gift is in math.
While some are professors and
others are students themselves,
each has a thorough understand-
ing of at least one type of math.
Should a student wander in (since
no appointment is necessary),
chances are there will be a coach
on hand who has intimate knowl-
edge of the genre of math he
needs help with.

Depending on the demand
for coaches at that particular time,
the student could very well have a
one-on-one session as he does his
homework. Should a coach wind
up helping three students with dif-
ferent assignments at the same
time, it’s still practically a private
lesson.

The center, which is run by
John Earnest, opened in January
of 2009 specifically for remedial
math students who needed extra
help. The school already had a
math lab designed for the other
math students. However, students
on all levels have discovered the
Math Success Center, and they’re
welcome to drop in. If there’s a
coach who can help, he will.

One such student is fresh-
man Cindi Gonzalez who is study-
ing to be a special education
teacher.

“I’m good at everything ex-
cept math; that’s why I need help,”
she stated. “And you’ll be sur-
prised because my brother takes
graphic design but you need math
for all of that.”

Another first-year student,
Roselyn Brown, is a liberal arts
major.  

“Even though this is my sec-
ond time at the math lab, I feel
more confident... I’m going to feel
more confident going to my class
this Thursday. I do like math. I
think before I didn’t like math be-
cause I was afraid of it.”

The coaches at the center
have varied backgrounds. Dr.
Steve Sun, originally from Taiwan,
holds a Ph.D. in math. Although
Eda Kuscakoglu is a student at
NCC, she holds a BA in statistics
from her native Turkey. Fei Chi-
ang, originally from China, has a
masters in engineering and was a
both a middle and high school
math teacher. 

“In a classroom you have to
take into account everybody’s dif-
ferent abilities. Whereas in tutor-
ing, I can sit down with you and
know your strengths and know
your weaknesses, and I’ll concen-
trate in dealing with them,” said
Mr. Chiang who’s also an adjunct
professor at NCC.

“It’s really fantastic when you
can explain a concept to a student
that he couldn’t understand before
and his eyes light up.  It’s a fantas-
tic feeling,” continued Mr. Chiang. 

In addition to Mr. Earnest
and the 11 coaches, there are six
student aids.

The layout of the room may
not be what one would expect
when he hears “math center.”
While there are piles upon piles
of colored printer paper to work
out problems on, calculators
strewn about and 26 computers
with Internet access, there’s also a
microwave oven, a refrigerator, a
wizard hat (Mr. Earnest is a self-
proclaimed Math Wizard), all
kinds of “math toys” (such as large
dice to aid in statistics and proba-
bility lessons) and for some reason
an antique three-hole punch that
weighs about five pounds and may
very well be made out of cast iron.

Some of the staff at the cen-

ter are a bit concerned the
school’s administration doesn’t
see how vital their services are.
“It’s still not being recognized at
the highest level,” laments Mr.
Chiang.

Since each student must
sign in with his school ID upon
entry and sign out upon exit, statis-
tics are recorded and sent up the
ladder. (No one knows exactly
who sees these figures.) Addition-
ally, students on the remedial level
are asked to fill out a “Student
Progress Record” at the end of
their session. The information gets
entered into the “Success
Tracker” computer program. This
is a way of monitoring the progress
made (or not) during each visit.

“Most people say that we’re
really good in helping them. Only
when it gets busy and people have
to wait a long time that’s when we
get the bad reviews,” said student
aid Christine Sheh, a second-year
student and media major. 

Several professors encour-
age their students to utilize the
center, including making a general
announcement the first day of
class.  

As Ms. Brown states, “I try
to tell the younger kids in my class
I work two jobs, I have two chil-
dren, plus a husband, I also have a
niece who lives with us so I really
have three kids, and I have a full-
time job, and I work six days a
week, and there’s no excuse not to
do it because the math lab is open
six days a week, and they’re open
late night.”

Sometimes at the end of
the semester students who fre-
quented the center will return to
tell the coaches their grades which
are usually at least passing. As Mr.
Chiang affirms, “It’s just icing on
the cake!”

Such a densely-populated area
as this offers so many choices on ac-
tivities that one might not know
where to start.  If you’re a popular
socialite like me, you’ll want to go
out, even in this freezing cold.  Here
are a few tried and true places that I
personally recommend to check-out
around this area.  

Quite possibly the greatest
place to have a birthday celebration
is at Dave and Buster’s, which
houses more video games than a
nerd’s wildest dreams.  Liquor, a full
restaurant and Time Crisis all stand
under this one, glorious roof.  With
air hockey, pool tables, bowling al-
leys and skeeball, the young and
old, singles or couples, friends and
families can all enjoy these activities
equally.  If you want to see where
the nearest one is located by you,
visit www.daveandbusters.com for
addresses and hours.    

When in doubt of what to
enjoy, there’s always the movies, of-
fering to enthusiastically consume 2
hours of your life.  You can look for
student discount offers, and the mat-
inées are always cheaper at local the-
aters.  Or splurge and bedazzle
yourself witnessing the wonders of
IMAX theaters.  Check www.fan-
dango.com for show times and loca-
tions of the ones nearest to you.  

Looking for Spring fashions?
Head to any of our fine malls.  Roo-
sevelt Field and The Source (For-
tunoff) are located on Old Country
Road off the Meadowbrook Park-
way.  There’s a D&B nearby, if you
have any spare change leftover to

use there.  If you venture further out
on the Island, you can enjoy the
new strips at Deer Park, along with a
new movie theater as well.  

A favorite mainstay of college
kids everywhere are our local tea
and coffee houses/shops.  The
Witch’s Brew on Hempstead Turn-
pike serves organic, fair-trade tea
and coffee alongside delicious vegan
desserts.  You can also head to the
city on West Broadway to visit Sanc-
tuary T.  This cozy place hosts spe-
cial teas (aren’t I clever) including
blooming ones, with an additional
food menu.  

Challenge your friends at one
of the pool halls to escape the cold.
Raxx of West Hempstead show-
cases lots of big-screen TVs with
every single game on display.  The
Cue Bar, if you’re done enjoying
other activities on the other side of
the street, is easy to stumble upon
on Bell Boulevard.  You could also
drive up Francis Lewis Boulevard to
frequent Millennium Pool Hall, if
you can deal with us prep alumni
and current students.  

For an eating experience that
you’ll never forget, Long Island
dons some of the finest eateries in
the World.  K’isso in Lake Success
offers authentic Japanese food, with
fresh...raw sushi, and delicious
tonkatsu (fried pork) for us non-fish
eaters.  And for that classic Greek
taste, head to Mythos on Northern
Boulevard, where they even have
their own homemade sausages.
Ever try a Brazilian barbecue? Well,
you can enjoy those festivities and 
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First-year student Cindi Gonzalez with Dr. Steve Sun. –dp

LLeetttteerrss::  TTeexxttbbooookk  pprriicceess
TToo  tthhee  EEddiittoorr::  Very nice publi-

cation (vol. 1, issue 2). A lot of truth
in the article on text book costs.  If
all professors and instructors were
asked or were required to send the
course syllabus via email to all en-
rolled students three weeks prior to
the start of the semester, students
would have time to shop around. 

By choice I have been an ad-
junct for over 20 years. I have used
the same basic physics text for my
applied physics course. Basic me-
chanics does not change. Much to
my surprise some students com-
plained that the text was boring, that
it had few colored pictures. 

VA Moore
Assistant Prof., Adjunct 

SUNY-Orange

TToo  tthhee  EEddiittoorr::  I read Laura
LaVacca's story about the outra-
geous price of textbooks. I couldn't
agree more.

I attended college in the 1980's
but wound up having to return to
school this past semester. My first
time around I wasn't too aware of
the cost of books. I do remember
the biggest and most expensive one

was Jansen's “History of Art,” which
every art student for decades has
been required to buy.  I have to say,
whatever the cost was, it was worth
it. I've had that book in my library
since September of 1982, and I find
myself referring to it every few years. 

The other books were not text-
books and I seem to recall the
prices being very reasonable. Per-
haps in the $20-30 range. However,
this second time around, I was more
aware of the cost of books, and I ex-
perienced all the things Laura wrote
about in her article. My math text-
book was 85 bones! I couldn't wait
to sell that back at the end of the se-
mester.

I'm in the process of self-pub-
lishing a book (my autobiography),
and I did a lot of research on
eBooks. To my surprise I never saw
ONE student with a Kindle or Sony
Reader at both Nassau C.C. and
Adelphi University. Everyone had
old-fashioned textbooks -- which
they paid far too much for.

Dave Paone
dptheac@yahoo.com
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Some fans and critics didn’t think the

film version of “The Lovely Bones” was
worthy of Alice Sebold’s novel, but Stanley
Tucci’s version of the middle-aged neighbor
will creep you out nonetheless. The story
follows a young girl who is abducted and
killed, but to her family and the authorities,
she is only missing. She is stuck in a world in
between Earth and Heaven, and watches her
family try to pick up the pieces of their lives.
It hits stores on April 20.

The biggest blockbuster ever, “Avatar,”
is being released on DVD already. It stars
Sam Worthington, Zoe Saldana, Stephen
Lang, Sigourney Weaver, and Michelle Ro-
driguez, and is written, produced, and di-
rected by James Cameron. It’s more science
fiction as we skip ahead to the year 2154
when humans are mining unobtanium, a pre-

cious metal, on the moon Pandora. Hybrid
bodies are used by humans to interact with
the Pandoran natives. Be the first in line to
get “Avatar” when it hits the shelves April 22.

Films in 2009 were hard-pressed to
come up with a more star-studded cast than
this “It’s Complicated.” This comedy stars
Meryl Streep, Steve Martin, Alec Baldwin,
Mary Kay Place, Nora Dunn, and Rita Wil-
son.

Streep and Baldwin have been divorced
for several years after his affair with a
younger woman whom he eventually mar-
ried. They rekindle their enjoyment of each
other as Streep now becomes the other
woman to the man she was married to for
several years. They hide their relationship
from his wife, their kids, and her possible
new flame, Martin. This funny adult comedy
appears in DVD on April 27.
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ers. The application seemed reasonable. It
didn’t ask for a Social Security number or
bank router number. 

She dealt with a human by phone in
Nebraska who gave her instructions on how
to evaluate businesses. The purpose of the
business, he said, was so that the corpora-
tions could conduct local quality control. 

The $2900 check sent to her was to be
an advance. After all, she would need
money to shop. For a busy college student,
this seemed like a great opportunity.

“When you think of scams, you think
of the elderly,” Smith said. “You don’t think
it can happen to you.”

However, Smith didn’t want to vet this
job with people close to her. “Normally, I’d
talk to my father about something like this.

But I didn’t. I thought I could handle this all
by myself.”

Now she’s warning others.
“I feel like an idiot, but I’d like to let

other students know not to fall for anything
like this and learn from my mistakes,” she
said. “I thought if money cleared in the
bank, it meant it was available -- but that’s
not actually the case with checks, especially
from outside the state. They can end up
bouncing a week or more later, and you’ve
lost the money.”

She continued: “When you get a job,
meet the person in person. Don’t do it on-
line. Be sure to ask others for advice. 

“If it sounds too good to be true, it’s a
fraud. ... But it’s easy to get blinded by the
money when you don’t have much money
to begin with.”

SSccaamm  vviiccttiimm  ssppeeaakkss  oouuttNNeeww  ttoo  DDVVDD::  ‘‘AAvvaattaarr’’

Write for us!
�

Contact cccn@
twinforks.com.

Dear Candidate, 
 
     We have a  job offer available for you that will not disturb your present occupation. Currently 
we have available position for you to work for us. See below description. 
 
"We have a mystery shopping assignment in your area and we would like you to participate" 
Secret Shopper® is accepting applications for qualified individuals to become mystery shoppers. 
It's fun and rewarding, and you choose when and where you want to shop. You are never 
obligated to accept an assignment. There is no charge to become a shopper and you do not need 
previous experience. After you sign up, you will have access to training materials via e-mail, fax or 
postal mail. 
 

ABOUT US 
 
Secret Shopper® is the premier mystery shopping company, serving clients across America and 
Canada with over 500,000 shoppers available and ready to help businesses better serve their 
customers. Continual investment in the latest internet and communication technologies coupled 
with over 16 years of know-how means working with Secret Shopper® is a satisfying and 
rewarding experience. Secret shopping as seen on ABC NEWS, NBC NEWS, L.A.TIMES. Stores 
and organizations such as The Gap, Walmart, Pizza Hut, and Banks. One amongst many others 
pay for Secret Shoppers to shop in their establishments and report their experiences. On top of 
being paid for shopping you are alsoallowed to keep purchases for free. Secret Shopper® NEVER 
charge fees to the shopper. Training, tips for improvement, and shopping opportunities are 
provided free to registered shoppers. Mystery shoppers are either paid a pre-arranged fee for a 
particular shop, a reimbursement for a purchase or a combination of both.Secret Shopper® has 
available for immediate assignment an inspection of the customer service of any walmart in your 
area. You are to shop secretly and invest just a token. This fee will be paid upfront. During this 
shop you will visit the location and make several observations as regards the customer service. 
  
You will be required to interact with the shop clerk.  
You may conduct the shop alone or as a couple.  
The assignment will pay $200.00 or more per duty 
 
Kindly Fill Out the application form below and we will get back to you shortly with the assignment:  
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION: 
First Name: 
Last Name: 
Street Address(No Po Box Accpeptable) : 
City, State, Zip Code : 
Cell Phone Number/Home Phone Number : 
Age: 
Current Occupation: 
Alternate Email Address : 
AVAILABILITY: 
Days/Hours Available 
Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday: 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 
Hours Available: from _______ to ______ 
 

TThhee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  JJaammiiee
SSmmiitthh  ffiilllleedd  oouutt..
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What nerdy kid doesn’t dream at some

point of becoming a super hero? What if
you could push it so that it really happened
and wasn’t just a dream? All it takes is for
one young guy to fulfill his fantasy and make
himself into a real super hero, with the
clever name of “Kick-Ass.” Without any real
superpowers, though, it doesn’t go as
planned, so he finds a way to inspire others
to become their own super heroes as well, in-
cluding another young guy, an 11-year-old
girl, and her father. Nicolas Cage, Aaron
Johnson, Lyndsy Fonseca, Mark Strong,
Christopher Mintz-Plasse, and Chloe Moretz
star. “Kick-Ass” hits theaters on April 16.

The studio behind the mono-syllabic
“Earth” is back again, this time with
“Oceans.” Once again the release is meant
to coincide with Earth Day. With three-
quarters of the Earth’s surface being water,
“Oceans” has a lot of territory to cover. The
film explores the world below the surface,
including the animals, both cute and not-so-
cute. “Oceans” opens in theaters on April 22.

Jennifer Lopez doesn’t have a sterling
resumé behind her acting career, especially
once you consider the film “Monster-In-
Law,” but she’s giving it a go again, this time
in the romantic comedy “The Back-up
Plan.” In a story that is up-to-date and sur-
prisingly hasn’t been done yet, she stars as a
single woman who is hearing the biological
clock ticking. So determined to become a

mom, she gets artificially inseminated, but
then meets the guy that could be Mr. Right.
Not wanting to lose him, once she finds out
she is indeed pregnant, she hides it from
him. The “Back-up Plan” also stars Alex
O’Loughlin and hits theaters on April 23.

I’m not sure how you can tell a charac-
ter is too old to play Freddy Krueger, but ap-
parently Robert Englund is either too old or
has no desire left to play the sharp-fingered
guy in a hat. In a reimagining of the 1984
version of the film, Jackie Earle Haley, bet-
ter known as the hoodlum from “The Bad
News Bears” in his teenage years, takes on
Freddy. “A Nightmare On Elm Street”
drops April 30.

The animals are striking back in a fam-
ily comedy starring Brendan Fraser. He stars
as an ambitious real estate developer whose
newest subdivision pushes the animals out of
their comfort zone. A clever raccoon leads
the animals in an uprising as they aim to
stop the development and teach the devel-
oper about taking care of the environment.
Brooke Shields and Dick Van Dyke also
star. “Furry Vengeance” premieres in the-
aters April 30.

NNeeww  ffiillmmss::  ‘‘OOcceeaannss’’

Subscribe!

�
$25/year – snail mail; $15/email. 

Contact cccn@twinforks.com
or mail: CCCN, POB 2352, 
Aquebogue, NY 11931.
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teachers and services for nursing students
and others in the medical field to assure that
health care in New York isn’t negatively im-
pacted.” 

Michael B., a student in Nassau
County, also weighed in, “I think Governor
Paterson needs to reevaluate the situation.
This doesn’t seem to be the best option.
What does this mean for the reputation of
CUNY and SUNY schools? We are going
to have less programs and qualified people?
And it’ll cost more? Something’s not mak-
ing sense.” 

Even graduate students expressed con-
cern. Jessica L., a graduate student at

Queens College expressed her concern say-
ing, “It’s scary. What’s next? I’m a teacher,
and as a professional I feel awful for these
undergraduate students. At the same time, I
feel bad for myself! I chose Queens College
for its affordability. CUNY schools are
known for that. What now?”

“What now?” seems to be the golden
question. The future of education at CUNY
and SUNY schools may be changed for the
worse. Time will only tell if these budget
cuts were the smartest decision. 

AAllbbaannyy  ccuuttss  ((ccoonntt..  ffrroomm  ccoovveerr))

OPEN YOUR EYES TO A

DEGREE IN THE SCIENCES.
The perfect place for transfer students. A science degree from University of the Sciences

could be your next step to a rewarding career! We offer 25 different undergraduate programs in the natural sciences, health

sciences, and the business of science, including biophysics, pre-medicine, forensic science, physical therapy, pharmaceutical

science, and computer science. Our school is small enough that we can offer you the kind of personal attention to make

your academic program planning easier. And we offer scholarships and financial aid. Visit www.usp.edu/transfer and see

how a transfer to University of the Sciences could be the right move for you.

Apply for FREE online at www.usp.edu

An in-depth science education. 

Hands-on research. 

In-demand graduates. 
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Long Island University at Riverhead
Providing Access and Excellence

Bachelor of Science in Childhood Education

TRANSFER TODAY!

JOB 9-243
10 X 12

CC CAMPUS NEWS

ANEW PROGRAM, developed in collaboration with Suffolk County Community College, allows
students to easily transfer credits and to fulfill requirements that enable them to earn a Bachelor of
Science and New York State Initial Childhood Teacher Certification. This program is available to
associate degree students from Suffolk County Community College and is designed to meet the transfer
needs of students from other colleges.

For further information, directions, and to RSVP please contact us at:
Phone-631-287-8010 or E-mail-riverhead@liu.edu

Conveniently located on the Eastern Campus of Suffolk County Community College
121 Speonk-Riverhead Road - LIU Bldg. • Riverhead, New York 11901

Contact or visit the Office of Admissions for more information regarding your specific transfer today!
Flexible individual appointments are also available.

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, April 14 • 3:00 - 7:00 p.m.

• Learn about Admissions Requirements, Transfer Scholarships and Financial Aid
• On-Site Academic Counseling Available • Bring a Copy of Your Transcripts!

Jane Lynch has spent much of her ca-
reer being nameless and only being known
for a few key roles, such as the lesbian dog
handler in the film “Best In Show,” and as
Steve Carell’s boss in “The 40-Year-Old Vir-
gin.” But after her role as the cheerleading
coach on “Glee,” she’s become much more
of a household name and is in the enviable
position to even turn roles down.

“Glee” debuted on Fox during the last
season of “American Idol,” always a prime
time for any debut at the network. The series
revolves around a high school glee club, and
the drama and comedy that ensues through

the students’ and teachers’ connections. Not
only was the show extremely popular in its
first season, it was generally well-received by
critics as well. The series won a Golden
Globe Award for Best Television Series –
Musical or Comedy, won a SAG Award for
Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in
a Comedy Series, as well as Satellite Awards
for Best Television Series – Comedy or Mu-
sical, Best Actor for Matthew Morrison, Best
Actress for Lea Michele, and Best Actress in
a Supporting Role for Lynch.

Obviously as the awards show, the entire
cast measures up, but Lynch stands out
above them in this series that made her a
household name. Her comedic timing is
right on target here, just as it was in all her

prior roles. Her spin as Sue Sylvester, the
head cheerleading coach, is one of the few
roles in the film that doesn’t require some
type of musical background. Her character
can be quite evil as she sets up the glee club
to fail, again and again, but there’s something
about the way she does it, that makes it all
just a bunch of fun. “Glee” will debut its sec-
ond season on Fox in a special time period
after a 90-minute episode of “American Idol”
on April 13, then settles into it’s regular time
period the following week.

With everything going so well for Lynch,
she was able to let one of her other regular
roles go. When “Party Down” has its season
premiere on April 23 on Starz, it’ll be with-
out Lynch, who played Constance Carmell in
the first season, then left with two episodes
yet to be filmed.  Constance was part of a
catering team made up of aspiring actors,

writers, models, and musicians from Holly-
wood, who take on the catering just to pay
the bills until the right gig comes along. Her
roommate on the show, Bobbie St. Brown
(Jennifer Coolidge), filled in for her in the
catering for the remaining two episodes, but
Coolidge left the series at the end of the sea-
son as well.

Joining the remaining cast of Adam
Scott, Ken Marino, Ryan Hansen, Martin
Starr, and Lizzy Caplan, will be Megan Mul-
lally, better known as Karen Walker on “Will
and Grace.” Casting must have known that
they had some big shoes to fill in Lynch’s.
After “Will and Grace” ended, her attempts
at being a talk show host and continuing her
sitcom success with “In the Motherhood”
failed miserably, yet Mullally is a two-time
Emmy Award winner and three-time SAG
Award winner for her role as Karen.

TTVV::  JJaannee  LLyynncchh
LLaauurraa  TTuucckkeerr
Campus News
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“Readers and advertisers have not abandoned 

community newspaper that serve their 

communities well, that are 

involved in their 

communities,” Stevenson 

said.  “In towns and cities 

across the country, vibrant 

local newspapers continue to 

help strengthen their communities, and those 

communities in turn strengthen and support 

their local news source.  They grow, together.”

75% of those 
readers read 

most or all of 
their newspaper

• On average, readers spend 45 minutes reading an issue of their 
paper, compared to 42 minutes from the 2007 survey, and 
38 minutes in the 2005 survey

• More than 1/3 of readers keep their paper for more than 6 days, 
enabling them to revisit a story or advertisement at their leisure

D I D  Y O U  K N O W …

of adults 18+ 
read community 

newspapers weekly!

CCAAMMPPUUSS NNEEWWSS
Advertise here! Visit www.cccnews.info, email
cccn@twinforks.com or call 631-413-9070 today!

ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  ccoovveerr
must decide their next step. Transferring to a
university is a common option among students.
Karen Akukew, Transfer Counselor at Bunker
Hill Community College in Boston, Massa-
chutes, said she has noticed a marked increase in
students who go on to a four year university as
opposed to stopping their education with a two
year degree.   

Community colleges today, more than ever
before, are faced with many unique challenges.
Looming budget cuts, issues of understaffing and
the need to provide creative class offerings that
meet the needs of a diverse group of students are
among a few of these challenges. Community
colleges are also required to educate and assist
students with planning and preparing for their fu-
ture, all in a short two years.  Graduation from a
community college may mean immediate em-
ployment for some graduates, for others transfer-
ring is the next logical step. Transfer students
require additional assistance from their advisors
to prepare for their entrance into a four year
school of their choice.  This adds to the respon-
sibility of
the com-
munity col-
lege faculty
to help
each trans-
fer student
determine
a compre-
hensive
plan for his future. 

Nashville State Community College is one
example of the many community colleges across
the country that looks to not only educate their
students but assist them with a strategic plan for
their future.  According to a recent press release,
Nashville State Community College (NSCC) of-
fers more than 80 programs of study.  The
school prides itself on high quality education
which prepares its 9,300 students to either enter
the workforce following graduation or transfer to
a four-year school.  Articulation agreements be-
tween colleges often bridge the gap for transfer
students. Through a recent partnership,
Nashville State Community College will now be
teaming up with Ashford University through an
articulation agreement.  Participating students
will be able to transfer up to 90 of their credits
earned towards a bachelor’s degree program ei-
ther on-line or on-campus.  According to Dr.
Ellen Weed, vice president of NSCC, “Nashville
State offers many associate of applied science de-
grees, and the Ashford agreement allows them to
transfer their career/technical courses as well as
their general education.  These students will be
grateful to have this additional choice.”  

Empire State College is a unique and popu-
lar choice for many transfer students. It is part of
the State University of New York system. The
degree programs offered at Empire State focus
on flexible individualized programs that allow
students to design their own program with the
guidance of an academic advisor or mentor.
The administrative office is located in Saratoga
Springs, New York, however the campuses cross
multiple locations to allow students to choose
from on-line courses, distance learning or tradi-
tional classroom settings. Empire State College
offers programs for associates, bachelors and
masters degrees. The college is well known for
being geared to adult learners and working peo-
ple who require flexibility beyond the traditional
classroom setting. Students can apply life credits,
independent study experiences, and extensive
transfer credits from other universities and com-
bine these with course offerings to design a de-

gree program that is unique to them as a learner.  
Transferring from one college to another is

just like starting the first day of school all over
again. It opens the floodgates for worry and
stress for many students. Preparing as much as
possible for a transfer can help eliminate some
of stress of the change.  Having a general idea
about what to expect can minimize some of the
unknowns of a new college. The process of
transferring happens in three very general steps:
Before transfer, during transfer and after trans-
fer. It sounds simple but the process for each
step can be very complex.  

PPllaann  AAhheeaadd
Realistically, students should be thinking

about their next step at the time they enroll in
community college. Planning early allows time
for error and correction.  Two years fly by when
you are in the midst of classes, books, papers
and real life responsibilities.  Before students re-
alize it, they find that are faced with deciding
what to do after community college is over.
Hopefully, the planning process began long be-
fore graduation day. Keeping in mind a plan of

action can
help keep
the transfer
process
smooth and
organized.
Don’t wait
until the last
minute and
control the

things you can.  It is not uncommon that things
go wrong, paperwork gets lost and applications
get delayed.  Plan well and always remain a step
ahead of the process.

CChhoooossiinngg  aa  SScchhooooll  
Deciding on what university to attend after

community college is a major piece of the trans-
fer puzzle. There are so many factors that go into
deciding on a university.  Money, location, type
of degree program, having the necessary number
and the countable credits, all can factor into the
success or failure of the transfer to the school of
your choice. Research the schools you aspire to
attend and talk to transfer and advisory staff
about your goals. Waiting until the last minute to
decide where you will be transferring could result
in spending extra time and money and prolong
earning your degree.  Knowing the school you
will be transferring to and the degree program
you wish to enroll in arms you with the ability to
know what is expected of you in terms of credits
and classes.

Workshops and transfer fairs are offered
during the school year at most community col-
leges.  These forums are a way for students to
look at prospective four year colleges.   It is a
great way to talk with college representatives face
to face, ask questions and gather information
about programs that are offered.  It is highly rec-
ommended that students attend these workshops
and fairs as they are offered, especially if they
have not yet chosen a transfer school.  

WWoorrkk  WWiitthh  YYoouurr  AAddvviissoorr  aanndd  TTrraannssffeerr
CCoouunnsseelloorr

Many community colleges including Hud-
son Valley Community College (HVCC) in
Troy, New York, and Bunker Hill Community
College in Massachutes offer the assistance of a
transfer counselor to students. The role of a
transfer counselor is to work with incoming and
outgoing transfer students. This person answers
questions and assists with all aspects of the trans-
fer process. Transfer counselors and advisors are
a key resource for transfer students.  

According to Karen Akukew, who works as
a Transfer Counselor at Bunker Hill Commu-

WWhheenn  iitt’’ss  ttiimmee  ttoo  lleeaavvee
nity College, most transfer students have
many questions about the transfer
process.  The common questions stu-
dents ask of her are about transfer credits,
how to choose and declare a major and
what scholarship opportunities may be
available to them to finance their educa-
tion.  Her role is to provide them answers
to questions as guidance through the
cumbersome transfer process.  

A transfer counselor and an advisor
play two separate roles in higher educa-
tion.  Advisors do the academic planning,
such as helping students pick courses and
identify courses that are transferrable.
Transfer counselors focus on the actual
process of transferring including the ap-
plication process, states Akukwe.  Stu-
dents that work closely with an advisor
and a transfer counselor have a planning
advantage.  

An advisor can assist with choosing
the best school, identifying a degree pro-
gram and keeping you on track with nec-
essary credits.  Certain courses are good
to take at the community college level
while other courses may not be transfer-
able, so it is best to wait to take those until
later.  The transfer counselor can assist
with the nuts and bolts of the process
while the advisor assists with the specific
requirements.   Maintaining contact with
your potential university and their expec-
tations of transfer students can keep you
on the right track during your two year
curriculum.  

CChheecckk  oonn  YYoouurr  AAiidd  PPaacckkaaggee
Financial aid packages differ from

student to student.  Awards, grants and

scholarships that you have been awarded
for community college may not carry
over to a transfer university.  There may
be an award application that you need to
update or a recertification process for cer-
tain pieces of financial aid.  Make an ap-
pointment with the financial aid office to
review all of your paperwork prior to
your transfer date. Taking care of all nec-
essary paperwork early in your last semes-
ter allows time to work out any issues.  

After finalizing your plans, make
them happen.  Once the grueling process
of the decision-making is over, it’s action
time. The application process to a trans-
fer school is similar to that of community
college.  Know the application deadlines
and submit your application according to
the timeline given by your transfer school.
The application process will include
many different pieces, such as transcripts,
letters of recommendation and the com-
pleted application.  Obtaining copies of
your transcripts, degree and financial aid
paperwork may not be possible until after
you have graduated.  Your community
college will have methods for sending
these on your behalf.  Whenever possible
keep copies of your personal paperwork.  

CChheecckk  oonn  YYoouurr  TTrraannssffeerr  CCrreeddiittss..  
Ideally you will have met with an ad-

visor before enrolling in classes in your
new university. Schedule a follow up ap-
pointment either before classes begin or
immediately after.  With your adviser, do
a final review your transfer credits to de-
termine if they all have transferred suc-

ccoonnttiinnuueedd  oonn  ppaaggee  1144

AAtt  EEmmppiirree  SSttaattee  CCoolllleeggee,,  
ssttuuddeennttss  ccaann  aappppllyy  lliiffee  ccrreeddiittss

aanndd  ccrreeaattee  aa  pprrooggrraamm
tthhaatt’’ss  uunniiqquuee  ttoo  tthheemm
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CCllaassssiiffiieeddss
LIKE '80S NEW WAVE, ALTER7
NATIVE, PUNK AND ONE7HIT
WONDERS? Then listen to
631radio.com. The No. 45 rated
alternative radio station on
Live365! Four out of 5 stars! Of-
fice friendly. 631Radio.com.

Did you know that 86% of
adults 18+ read community
newspapers weekly?

WRITERS WANTED! Commu-
nity College Campus News ac-
tually pays for your stories,
$10-25. Get useful clips and real
experience. Contact us today at
CCCNews.info or CCCN@Twin-
Forks.com.

COMPUTERS! Get a computer
that can word process and web
browse at a decent speed for
as low as $150 -- shipped to you.
Just open the box, plug it in,
and it's ready to go! See
www.bouncepass.com.

CAPITAL REGION REP
NEEDED. Must be extroverted,
to assist with paper placement
and small sales. About 10 hours a
week. Good for a stay-at-home
parent. Contact
rep@twinfork.com or call 631-
591-1622.

How to buy a
classified ad...

1. Write your ad.

2. Send it to the address
below with $1.50 per word

(minimum 10 words).
Check, cash, MO.

3. Deadline is the 20th of
each month.

Send to CCC News,
PO Box 2352, 

Aquebogue, NY 11931.

�  �  �  �  �  �

�  �  �  �  �  �

GGrreeaatt  ppllaacceess  ttoo  ggoo

OOnn  SSttaaggee  aatt  LLaaGGuuaarrddiiaa

In March, the LaGuardia Performing Art Center hosted
"Hamlet.” See more of Percy Alban’s work: http://www.lightstalk-
ers.org/percyalban.

PPeerrccyy  AAllbbaann
Photographer

ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  ppaaggee  55
tons of meat at Greenfield‘s Churrascaria in Flush-
ing.  Trattoria L’Incontro (in Astoria) and Ciao
Baby (with four locations on the Island) offers deli-
cious Italian food in ridiculous portions, without
fetching a high price.  But, if you just want to grab a
slice of Sicilian, the number 1-rated place for that is
Umberto’s of New Hyde Park.  I’ve personally
brought patrons there to dine from Pennsylvania to
Finland without any disappointment.  And for your
morning routine, stop at the Brooklyn Bagel and
Coffee Factory in Brooklyn, right? Wrong! That’s
also found in Astoria on Ditmars Boulevard, with a
plethora of cream cheese and bagel flavors, along
with other breakfast delights.

For additional ideas (bowling, ice-skating), you
can look for other activities on citysearch.com.
We’re so very fortunate to live in such an accessible
place that has such a varied array of delights to en-
tertain just about everybody. Aside from the needed
study breaks, head to your local businesses to sup-
port this great area where we live, learn, eat and play.  

Almost every inhabitable planet 
In the universe is much smaller than ours
And they have relatively tiny populations 
Due to such geography
So if we could ever figure out 
A way to travel through black holes
And canvas the universe
We could take over these planets
No problem
And teach these little people
About democracy and capitalism
And make it a universal religion
And give them marketing icons to worship
Little green guys on crosses in their image
They’d have to start off making Nikes and cell phones
For 50 dragmars a day until we could work them up
To a decent level of prosperity
In 200 or 400 light years
Depending on how fast each individual planet
Rotates and spins

Meanwhile, Arthro Cardissian with three eyes
And a Paris Hilton t-shirt
Standing on the sulfur smelling street corner
Of Planet Nextel Seven
Cup in hand, singing Yankee Doodle Dandy
As rocket cars zip by
His sign reading

WILL WORK FOR SIGNED
SPORTS MEMORABILIA

PPooeettrryy  CCoorrnneerr::  ‘‘SSppaaccee’’
DDaarrrreenn  JJoohhnnssoonn
Riverhead, NY
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NY: NYC (Midtown and Lower Manhattan) | White Plains 
NJ: Newark | Paramus | Woodbridge | Woodland Park (formerly West Paterson)

BERKELEY COLLEGE ONLINE: BerkeleyCollege.edu/Online

It’s easy to transfer your credits! 
Call today to find out how: 

800-446-5400 ext. GCD

Find Out What 
Berkeley College Offers 
Transfer Students
Berkeley College offers many benefits for college transfer students.

Widely recognized as unique among colleges and universities, Berkeley College offers a proven 
approach to career education that provides students with a competitive edge and the skills sought 
by employers. This innovative combination of benefits is known as The Berkeley Advantage®.

• Small classes for more personal attention

• A faculty selected for both academic credentials and professional experience

• More than $28 million each year in Berkeley College grants and scholarships 
for qualified students

• Flexible scheduling: day, evening/weekend, and online classes 

• A Bachelor’s degree in as little as three years or an Associate’s degree in 
just 18 months

• Online degrees: Bachelor’s and Associate’s, both part-time and full-time

• On-the-job internships as part of the curriculum

• A tuition freeze for students who maintain continuous, full-time enrollment

• An extensive network of employer connections

• More than 20 Career Services professionals who collectively 
specialize in each field of study and actively pursue job opportunities 
for every student

• Free lifetime career assistance

• Seven convenient locations in the New York metropolitan area

As an indication of Berkeley’s success, every year a high number of 
graduates gain employment in positions related to their studies. 
Last year, Berkeley’s graduate employment rate was 90%.

BerkeleyCollege.edu • info@BerkeleyCollege.edu
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The sound of a baseball hitting a bat is
one of pure euphoria. Once prime contact
has been made, the batter knows it, feels it in
his veins. It’s a unique feeling to know that
the ball has made perfect contact with the
bat in the sweet spot. The question then
arises, how much of this sweet spot should
exist? The debate regarding what type of
bats to use in college baseball continues. 

The issues with aluminum bats concern
safety and tradition. With a larger sweet spot,
aluminum bats produce the “trampoline ef-
fect,” in which the ball explodes off the bat
significantly faster than off a wooden bat. In
being introduced to youth baseball in the
early 1970s, it is curious as to why there are a
limited number of tests regarding speed com-
parison. In 1977, aluminum bats were said to
have a batted ball speed of 3.85 more than
wooden bats, a substantial variance. 

While the speed of the ball and the
safety of the players in college is a main pri-
ority, tradition comes into play as well. In
“Batting Around the Debate on Aluminum
Versus Wood,” Judith Stiles reminds read-
ers of the olden days and the “no-hitters,”
kids not adept at hitting the baseball. Lack-
ing supreme talent, mostly striking out and
occasionally pushing a pop fly over the in-
field, these kids hoped for an equalizer.
“Then along came lightweight aluminum
bats in the 1970s, which gave lousy batters of
all ages a better chance of getting a hit,”
Stiles wrote. In her article, she highlights
Michael Kalontarov, a mechanical engineer-
ing major at The Cooper Union, who is at-
tempting to design an aluminum bat with
less power. 

It seems to be a split dichotomy in that
those who support the safety and speed
issue don’t see aluminum bats as a good fit
in college baseball, while those who believe
strongly in tradition see aluminum bats as a
necessity in college baseball. “Aluminum
bats help hitters but are a disadvantage to
pitchers,” says Josh Nethaway, a freshman
catcher at the University at Albany. Origi-
nally from Fonda, New York, Nethaway be-
lieves the material of the bat significantly
affects the at-bat. “A pitcher can make a
good pitch in on the hands that would break
a wood bat and induce an out but with an
aluminum bat can get the ball to go far
enough to get out of the infield for a hit,” he
says. “I think wood would be the better
choice [for] college because it would give

pro scouts a better idea of what a player can
do.” Why not give scouts a better preview of
players who will garner millions of guaran-
teed dollars when drafted? With major
league teams investing so much money into
these unknown commodities, they deserve a
better look at these players in a season with
wooden bats. 

Baseball has always been a game of tra-
dition, a family game. Hot dogs, peanuts and
beer, it doesn’t get better. The question lies
in whether aluminum bats have earned a
permanent stay. People might argue that
wood is the conventional material used for
bats and is deserving of a sole spot in the
heart of the sport. Others believe that alu-
minum bats have earned their spot in col-
lege and youth ball. 

“They should stick with aluminum,”
says Pete Eichner, a senior infielder at the
University at Albany. With a contrasting
opinion from those who believe solely in
wooden bats, Eichner doesn’t see a discrep-
ancy in the effect of the ball off the alu-
minum bats and believes that aluminum bats
are now a part of the game. “It’s the way col-
lege baseball has been forever, and I don’t
like changing the game,” he says. “I’ve
played a lot of metal and wood bat baseball
in my life and I’ve seen pitchers get hit the
same way with both. They should definitely
keep it.”

If aluminum bats are seen as advanta-
geous or unfair, they still do have the same
effect on all batters. Pitchers may argue that
any pitch can be punished with an alu-
minum bat, that the true talent of a batter is
not displayed with the use of aluminum. It
seems that the most logical argument regard-
ing wooden bats rests in the major league
scouts’ views of a player, or rather a potential
draftee. Wooden bats do give the scouts a
better, truer look.

While change is unlikely to occur any-
time soon, it is an idea to toy around with.
How much would wooden bats alter the
game of college baseball and how might that
affect the potential drafting position of supe-
rior college athletes? With a change in mate-
rial, talent would appear to deviate, with less
talented batters dropping off significantly
and talented batters hitting more line drives,
as opposed to monstrous home runs. Power
numbers would end up dropping as well. Is
that what we want the game to do? 

Leave aluminum bats; they have flour-
ished for over thirty years. For now, igno-
rance is bliss. 

WWhhyy  ccaann’’tt  ccoolllleeggeess
sswwiittcchh  ttoo  wwooooddeenn  bbaattss??

WWhheenn  iitt’’ss  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttrraannssffeerr
ttoo  aa  44--yyeeaarr  sscchhooooll

ZZaacckk  PPuummeerraannttzz
Campus News

AAtt  HHuuddssoonn  VVaalllleeyy  CCCC,,  tthhee  bbaassee--
bbaallll  ssttaaddiiuumm  iiss  nnaammeedd  ffoorr  ddiiss--
ggrraacceedd  ffoorrmmeerr  ppooll  JJooee  BBrruunnoo.. ddjj

ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  ppaaggee  1111
cessfully.  Review your class schedule and compare it to your degree requirements.  Ensure
that your plan still makes sense for you.  If you need to change something, there is usually
time to do this in the first week. Dropping or adding classes during the semester can result
in a fee or being shut out of a necessary class.  Although your advisors are there to assist, it
is ultimately the student’s responsibility to know their educational plan and advocate for
themselves.  Advisors have many students with multiple different circumstances to keep
track of.  Students should be on top of their own plan and ensure that it meets the require-
ments to ensure on-time graduation. 

CCoommpplleettee  YYoouurr  PPaappeerrwwoorrkk  
The paperwork process can be cumbersome for transfer students. You want to ensure

you understand all of the necessary paperwork needed to transfer. Since many community
colleges are open access it makes the application process easier for students transferring in
to a community college.  “A transfer to a four year college is different,” states Akukwe.
“There is a more intensive process for transfer to a four year university.”  The application
process may require an extensive application, transcripts, letters of recommendation and
an entrance essay or exam. Your academic advisor can ensure your credits are in order
while your transfer counselor works to help you complete all of the required documenta-
tion.  Complete all paperwork neatly and ensure that it is submitted by the deadline 

GGeett  FFaammiilliiaarr  aanndd  GGeett  IInnvvoollvveedd
Arrange for a tour of the campus or attend transfer student orientation.  Changing

schools is stressful. Arm yourself by being familiar with your new environment; this can
ease the stress of a new campus.  If you can’t take a tour or visit before classes start, ask if a
campus tour can be arranged early after you start classes. Minimally you should be able to
get to the campus early to do a self guided tour before classes begin. Familiarizing yourself
with your surroundings can help your comfort level.  

Getting involved with extracurricular activities, clubs or study groups on your new
campus can always help to ease the discomfort of starting all over in a new environment.
Finding ways to meet people and develop connections outside of your classes can make a
difference in the success of your college experience. You can look into these activities be-
fore the first day of classes. Read the bulletin boards, look at the school’s website or talk
with your advisor about opportunities to get involved.  

It’s never too early to begin the transfer process.  “If you know your intention is to
transfer, start declaring your intent to transfer upon entry to community college,” states
Akukwe.  She offers an additional piece of advice for transfer students.  “Start planning
early so you have a chance to visit different schools and choose one that offers the most
beneficial program.” 

HHee  ddiidd  iitt  aaggaaiinn!!
Congrats to Nassau Marketing Prof. Jack K. Man-

del, who again was the winner of Long Island Press’
“Best of Long Island” poll. Mandel has a BBA and
MBA from Baruch College and has taught his popular
courses at Nassau since 1978. He also has been named
an Outstanding Teacher by the NYS Association of
Two-Year Colleges and has one of
ratemyprofessors.com’s best ever ratings!
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SCHOOL OF 
Business

SCHOOL OF 
Education

SCHOOL OF 
Health and Natural Sciences

SCHOOL OF 
Social and Behavioral Sciences

SCHOOL OF 
Liberal Arts

TRANSFERRING MADE EASY

 » Maximize your transfer credits and choose 
from over 90 academic programs taught by 
esteemed faculty.

 » The Mercy College Honors Program offers 
competitive scholarships and laptops. Featured 
as a smart choice by Smart Choices: Peterson’s 
Guide to Honors Programs and Colleges.

LEARN MORE.
visit www.mercy.edu or call 1-877-MERCY-GO.

 » One of the most affordable colleges in the 
country offering scholarships and financial aid.

 » PACT is the country’s premier program 
that pairs undergraduates with their own 
professional mentor to ensure career success.

MAIN CAMPUS - DOBBS FERRY   |  BRONX  |  MANHATTAN  |  WHITE PLAINS  | YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
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