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Two very different presentations were
given during the opening portion of the Sa-
lem Central School District Board of Edu-
cation meeting on January 15, 2025, held
in the High School Library. A full Board
was present to listen to Jodie Orzechows-
ki, Assistant Director of Communications
& Public Relations for Capital Region BO-
CES, as she explained and presented an
upbeat slide proposal of how to improve
the District’s communication practices
with a Communication Service Overview;
however, the next presentation on roof re-
pairs and finances was more somber.

Please read more on pages 2-3
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Impactful Salem CS proposals heard

Jan Baxter
Salem Press

Two very different presentations were
given during the opening portion of the Sa-
lem Central School District Board of Educa-
tion meeting on the evening of Wednesday,
January 15, 2025, held in the High School
Library. A full Board was present to listen
to Jodie Orzechowski, Assistant Director
of Communications & Public Relations for
Capital Region BOCES, as she explained
and presented a slide proposal of how to
improve the District’s communication prac-
tices with a Communication Service Over-
view, highlighting other known Districts
using her teams’ expertise to enhance their
school.

In late summer and fall of 2024, the top-
ic of Salem Central School District’s com-
munications practices came under intense
scrutiny during public comments to the
Board over lack of transparency and the

perceived inability of the Administration to
get information to parents and guardians in
a timely manner.

Before the end of 2024 and more recent-
ly, following the return of the students af-
ter the holiday break, the Salem Central
School District’s website and social media
channels have been updated and reflect a
better effort to be forthcoming in a timely
fashion with news, notices, and upcoming
events that involve school Administration,
Teachers, Aides, Sports, Students, Parents,
Guardians and interested area individuals
in the District. A new Communications por-
tal, ParentSquare, rolled out on January 6
and is now the primary source of district,
school, grade level and classroom commu-
nications at the Salem Central School Dis-
trict.

Ms. Orzechowski explained in her pre-
sentation that SCS District’s hiring of the
once-a-week Public Information Specialist,
Hannah Hurley, has shown marked im-
provement in com-
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Looking for a way to get your business and products out in front of more
people? Whether you're a home-based based business, retail store-front,
farm or office - we can help! The Salem Area Chamber of Commerce offers
you a direct line to consumers who view Chambers of Commerce as the go-
to for reputable businesses who care about their customers and are
engaged in their communities. We work diligently throughout the year in
support of our member businesses and provide these Benefits with paid
your membership:

Website Listing with all your business information in one easy-to-find spot
for current and future customers. We highly encourage you to send 1-2 high-
resolution photos to enhance your listing.

Event Listing/Community Calendar: email us your upcoming events to have
them added for free to our Community Calendar and promoted via our
Facebook page

Referrals: We refer to Member Businesses first and share Member
Facebook posts-a terrific way to increase your on-line visibility

Annual placement of our Member Listing in local papers and guides

Special Advertising Opportunities

Annual Mixers to meet and greet new and old friends away from the day-day
hubbub of daily business.

Lodging
Music
Theater

We'd love to count you as a member of the Salem Area Chamber of
Commerce and invite you to join us in supporting our community and
businesses. Visit www_salemnychamber.com for link to joinl
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school while the
Communications
Services plan has
been in a trial stage.
Board members
seemed to agree
with this evalua-
tion,  Superinten-
dent Adams noting
that, if possible, in
the upcoming bud-
get, she would like
to increase Ms. Hur-
ley’s weekly time
in the future and
believes work on a
District Communi-
cations Plan will be-
gin in the summer
months to head into
the next school year
with solid plans in
place.

Board Direc-
tor, Tom Clary,
questioned Ms.

—

Orzechowski at the end of her presenta-
tion regarding how the program she is put-
ting forth would have measurable results
quantified for the Board to review. Ms.
Orzechowski answered that measurable
results’ reporting differed in each segment
of the overall Communications plan but as-
sured the Board that specific progress goals
would be set and measurable result reports
would then be available for them to review
as they began and, if, they continued their
work together. Ms. Orzechowski assured
the Board, in regard to the known Capital
Roof Project in the near future, that her
staff included Photographers who — in oth-
er Districts facing similar challenges with
Capital projects — have done whatever was
necessary to document and photograph the
severity of the needs for the Capital projects
being considered by voters. Ms. Orzechows-
ki was thanked by the Board and Superin-
tendent for her information and presenta-
tion before leaving the evening meeting.

In contrast to the “feel good” nature of Ms.
Orzechowski’s communications discussions
and the progress being seen in the District’s
efforts to “get the word” out, the next speak-
er, when called to present to the Board, went
to the presentation laptop, displayed one fi-
nancial chart on the monitor to project to
the Board members and then moved to the
speaker’s podium and addressed the Board
members with a “just the facts” demeanor

Please read more on next page



(cont.)

regarding Salem Central School District’s
$8.1 million Proposed Capital Project for
replacement of the school roof.

The Capital project Roof Project Finan-
cial Impact numbers were presented to the
Board by Andrew Watkins, Municipal Advi-
sor with Financial Advisors and Marketing,
Inc. The chart accompanying this article il-
lustrates the expected total amount needed
to replace the school roof in a Capital proj-
ect while also providing numbers on grants
available to the school district and potential
options to reduce the overall burden on the
district and individual taxpayers.

One source of revenue available that was
discussed by the Board was the potential
use of a discretionary monetary balance
that was set-aside due to the pandemic
funding given to the school from New York
State and what then became a positive
cash balance as the previous award grant
levels had been “locked in” at a higher rate
than the school ended up paying (given the
lower rates incentivized for projects during
the pandemic and immediately afterward).
The result of the borrowed $ rate versus
the higher awarded $ rate to the school re-
sulted in a certain amount of money now
in a discretionary fund that — if agreed by
a favorable vote to the public — could help
offset a portion of the costs of the Capital
roof project.

Superintendent Julie Adams also noted
than an additional $100,000 may need to

Assumptions:
- Voter approval to be determined.

later than December 1, 2028,
- District uses $1,500,000 of Capital Reserve.
- Financing:

Salem Central School District
WASHINGTON COUNTY, NEW YORK
$8,150,000 PROPOSED CAPITAL PROJECT
$1,500,000 CAPITAL RESERVE

ESTIMATED DEBT SERVICE

- SED approval January 2027 Construction starts summer 2027 and is completed full 2028. SA-139 is filed September 1, 2027. Final cost reports and certificates of substantial completion are submitted 1o SED no

1. Bond Anticipation Notes issued July 2027 to July 2028; 80.70%
2. Bond Anticipation Notes issued July 2028 to June 2029; 97.00%
3. Serial Bonds of issued June 2029 to mature June 15, 2030-2043. DASNY bonds may be issued.
@ 2 3 “) )] © ) [t)] ] a0 an 12
Bond Less: Estimated Plus: GRAND TOTAL
Fiscal Year Estimated Estimated June 15th Interest Total Est. State Aid Local Share Local Share of Tax Levy of This
Ending Balance Capital BAN BAN Principal Estimated Debt Amortization For This Prior Project + Prior
June 30th Reserve Principal Interest Payment Service Payments* Project Cupital Projects _ Capital Projects
2028 1,500,000 - - -
2029 $ 6,650,000 130,000 509,833 - - 639,833 581,161 58,672 58,672
2030 6,520,000 225,000 415,650 640,650 581,161 59,489 59,489
2031 6,295,000 375,000 267,538 642,538 581,161 61,376 61,376
2032 5,920,000 390,000 251,600 641,600 581,161 60,439 60,439
2033 5,530,000 405,000 235,025 640,025 581,161 58,864 58,864
2034 5,125,000 420,000 217,813 637,813 581,161 56,651 56,651
2035 4,705,000 440,000 199,963 639,963 581,161 58,801 58,801
2036 4,265,000 460,000 181,263 641,263 581,161 60,101 60,101
2037 3,805,000 480,000 161,713 641,713 581,161 60,551 60,551
2038 3,325,000 500,000 141,313 641,313 581,161 60,151 60,151
2039 2,825,000 520,000 120,063 640,063 581,161 58,901 58,901
2040 2,305,000 540,000 97,963 637,963 581,161 56,801 56,801
2041 1,765,000 565,000 75,013 640,013 581,161 58,851 58,851
2042 1,200,000 590,000 51,000 641,000 581,161 59,839 59,839
2043 610,000 610,000 25,925 635,925 581,161 54,764 54,764
TOTALS 1,500,000 130,000 509,833 6,520,000 2,441,838 9,601,671 8,717.416 884,255 884,255
Average Annual Tax Impact: $58,950}
Based on Average Annual Impact Per $1,000 Full Value: $0.129]
202425 Tax Average Annual fmpact $100.000 Full Value Home with NO STAR: $12.87
Information Average Annual Impact $100,000 Full Value Home with Basic STAR:, $9.01
Average Annual Impact $100,000 Full Value Home with Enhanced STAR: $3.77
9% Impact on Tax Levy: 1.16%)

Notes: - State Aid based on building aid ratio and estimated bond percentage as noted above.

- Aid based on state assumed interest rate of 3.75%.
- Bond Anticipation Notes estimated rate of 4% and bond rate of 4.25%.

- Bond Percentage is preliminary/estimated and may change based on actual scope of work performed. District needs to verify addition aidability with NYSED.
- Bond Percentage may be impacted by the Multi-Year Maximum Cost Allowance. Scope should be d
Cost Allowances and possible overages which will impact the bond percentage/aidability of the projects.

- Assumes any excess aid will be placed into debt service fund and used to offset any subsequent year local impact.

- The timing of the receipt of building aid is based on the submission of the Certificate of Substantial Completion and the Final Buildng Project Report which are estimated at this time.
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be added to the final numbers calculated
on the chart presented by Mr. Watkins for
environmental impact concerns (i.e., roof
materials removal from the structure, etc.)
work necessary. During Mr. Watkins pre-
sentation’s discussion, he stated the school
District has debt limits in place and said
“but you are not close”, to which Mr. Clary
queried, “Where are we”? Mr. Watkins an-
swered, “I'm not sure...” which elicited brief
glances, but no further comments, between
Board members.

As presented in the
chart by Mr. Watkins, de-
tails, based on 2024-2025
Tax information, the Roof
Capital Project Average
Annual Impact Per $1,000
Full Value would result in
$0.129 to taxpayers, the
Average Annual Impact
$100,000 Full Value Home
with NO STAR would
equal $12.87, the Average
Annual Impact $100,000
Full Value Home with
Basic STAR totals: $9.01,
and, finally, the Average

Annual Impact $100,000 Full Value Home
with Enhanced STAR comes out to $3.77,
showing the final percentage Impact on Tax
Levy of 1.16 percent.

The Board of Education expects to contin-
ue discussions revolving around the Capital
Roof project and will be working on drafting
correspondence and information which will
be presented at the February 2025 Board
meeting, if not before.

Other Board actions included the passage
of renewal for the Salem and Cambridge
merger of all levels of the football program
for the 2025 season. A building request was
approved for the Salem Youth Sports teams
to use of the outdoor baseball and softball
field, for the Little League Baseball/Softball
program on evenings and weekends from
April - August and mornings/days during
summer break.

The full Board of Education meeting held
on January 15, 2025, can be viewed on You-
Tube at hittps://www.youtube.com/@sa-
lemwashingtonacademy 7838/ videos.
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New offerings, events at Bancroft Library

The Salem Bancroft Public Library’s
Karen Hickland, Deputy Director, has an-
nounced many new selections now avail-
able from the Library, truly something for
everyone on these cold winter days and
nights!

Adult Fiction

The Waiting, Michael Connelly

The Sunflower House, Adriana Allegri

Lazarus Man, Richard Price

The House of Cross, James Patterson

Identity Unknown, Patricia Cornwell

.Robert B. Parker’s Hot Property, Mike Lu-
pica

To Die For, David Baldacci

Defense Protocol, Brian Andrews & Jef-
frey Wilson

Lies He Told Me, James Patterson & Da-
vid Ellis

Large Type Fiction

Raised by Wolves, James Patterson

To Die For, David Baldacci

Christmas in Bethel, Richard Paul Evans
The Mirror, Nora Roberts

Trial By Fire, Danielle Steel

Adult Audio Books

Everyone Here is Lying (Playaway), Shari
Lapena

Counting Miracles (Playaway), Nicholas
Sparks

By Any Other Name (Playaway), Jodi Pi-
coult

The Last One at the Wedding (Playaway),
Jason Rekulak

Holly (Playaway), Stephen King

Here One Moment (Playaway), Liane Mo-
riarty

The Grey Wolf (Playaway), Louise Penny

We Solve Murders (Playaway), Richard
Osman
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The Women (Playaway), Kristin Hannah

Tell Me Everything (Playaway), Elizabeth
Strout

Tom Lake (Playaway), Ann Patchett

Brave Hearted (Playaway), Katie Hick-
man

How to Love a Forest (Playaway), Jake
Tapper

The Off-Limits Rule (Playaway), Sarah
Adams

Camino Ghosts (Playaway), John Grish-
am

Book and Dagger (Playaway), Elyse Gra-
ham

Children’s Fiction

The Millicent Quibb School of Etiquette
for Young Ladies of Mad Science, Kate
McKinnon

Rainbow Bear, Bill Martin, Jr. & Michael
Sampson

Dogman: Big Jim Begins, Dav Pilkey
Alice in a Winter Wonderland, Jan Brett
Lone Wolf Gets a Pet, Kiah Thomas

Children’s Audio Books

The Ghost Rules (Playaway),
Rosenbaum

Adam

Dungeon Academy: Clubhouse Chaos

(Playaway), Diane Walker

Answers to Dog (Playaway), Pete Haut-
man

Stinetinglers 2 (Playaway), R.L. Stine

Invisible (Playaway), Christina Diaz Gon-
zalez

Impossible Creatures (Playaway), Kather-
ine Rundell

The Lost Library (Playaway), Rebecca
Stead & Wendy Mass

Stuff Kids Should Know (Playaway), Josh
Clark & Chuck Bryant

Faker (Playaway), Gordon Korman
Ms. Greene is Mean (Playaway), Dan Gut-

man

Movies

House of the Dragon, Second Season
Succession, Complete Series

You Gotta Believe

Beetlejuice Beetlejuice

The Wild Robot

Conclave

Joker: Folie a Deux

Severance, Season One

Upcoming Events:

Saturday, January 18 from 3:00 - 4:30 pm
Silent Wings will bring live owls, hawks, a
raven and other raptors to the library. Si-
lent Wings is the outreach program of the
Wildlife Institute of Eastern NY. Adults,
children, families and individuals are all
welcome to come to this educational and
fun program and learn about some of the
birds who live in our backyards. Registra-
tion is strongly suggested. Walk-ins may
not be able to be accommodated if the pro-
gram is full.

Wednesday, January 22 at noon there
will be a Senior Potluck Lunch. This gath-
ering encourages seniors to bring a dish to
share, a story to tell, and join together in
good company!

Lastly, Wednesday, January 29 Kelsey
Southerland (a Food for Life Nutrition-
ist) will be speaking at Bancroft Library
about foods that can keep us healthy dur-
ing the flu and cold season. This class is
part one of a Winter Nutrition Series; parts
two and three will be in February (Comfort
Food Community will teach about fun and
healthy kids snacks) and March (Shannon
Woodcock, Functional Nutrition Therapist).

For more information on any of these pro-
grams, please visit the library website www.
bancroftlibrary.org or call 518-854-7463.



At Hudson Headwaters, we're making access to vital health services more
convenient than ever. Our Mobile Health Center can be used as your primary

care provider, or supplement your health care needs—including pediatric

and adolescent medicine, and gynecology. All are welcome, regardless of

your insurance or ability to pay. We're here for you—closer to home.

HUDSON
HEADWATERS HHHN.org

HEALTH NETWORK




Washington’s birthday breakfast

Journey back to the early American era at
Ashlar Lodge #584’s special Washington’s
Birthday Breakfast on Sunday, February 2,
2025, from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the Green-
wich Masonic Temple, 2543 NY-40. This
unique event combines historical commem-
oration, colonial cuisine, and a special pre-
sentation about Lafayette’s historic 1825
tour of New York.

Historian Sean Kelleher, Vice Chair-
man of the Saratoga 250 Commission and
Saratoga Town Historian, will present at
9:30 a.m. on Lafayette’s pivotal role in the
American Revolution and his special rela-
tionship with George Washington. Drawing
from five decades of experience as an Amer-
ican Revolution reenactor, Kelleher brings
the past to life with compelling insights
into this crucial period of American history.

The breakfast’s colonial-inspired menu
offers a taste of early America. For a sug-
gested donation of $12 for adults and $6 for
veterans and children under 12, guests can
enjoy:

Colonial-style waffles with deep pock-
ets, served with “Lafayette’s Favorite
Apple Cider Syrup”

*  Made-to-order farm-fresh eggs from
Thomas Poultry Farm

*  Ruts Ridge sausage patties

+ Extra crispy bacon, dubbed “Washing-
ton’s Choice”

*  Rosemary home fries inspired by early
American gardens

Revolutionary Hot Chocolate Bar with
spiced marshmallows and cinnamon
sticks

In 1824-25, the Marquis de Lafayette
embarked on his farewell tour of America,
a triumphant journey that celebrated the
nation he helped create. During his tour of
New York, communities gathered to honor

the last surviving general of the American
Revolution. Lafayette’s visit represent-
ed more than just a celebration - it was a
testament to the enduring bonds between
France and America, and a reminder of the
principles that forged the nation. His tour
through New York state drew thousands of
admirers and helped crystallize Americans’
understanding of their revolutionary heri-
tage.

“Our Washington’s Birthday Breakfast
not only honors our first president but cel-
ebrates the remarkable friendship between
Washington and Lafayette that helped
shape our nation,” said Harry Booth, Mas-
ter of Ashlar Lodge. “We're especially hon-
ored to welcome

ing charitable projects in the Greenwich
community. For updates and additional in-
formation, follow Ashlar Lodge on Facebook
or contact Brian Nilsen at (518) 366-3108.

Ashlar Lodge #584 continues its tradition
of combining community service, histori-
cal appreciation, and family entertainment
through events that celebrate our shared
American heritage.

Ashlar Lodge #584: Located in Green-
wich, NY, Ashlar Lodge #584 has been
serving the community for nearly 200 years
through charitable works and community
events. The lodge maintains a commitment
to preserving historical awareness while
supporting local causes.

Sean Kelleher,
whose expertise
brings this fasci-
nating period of
history to life for
our community.”

The event in-
cludes family-
friendly activi-
ties, featuring an
American Revolu-
tion-themed color-
ing station where
children can par-
ticipate in a con-
test to win a free
family breakfast
in 2025. The ven-
ue 1s handicap ac-
cessible with am-
ple parking, and
take-out options
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This event celebrates the legacy of
Lafayette and his 1825 tour of Mew York.
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are available for
those on the go.

All proceeds
from the break-
fast support Ash-
lar Lodge’s ongo-

Join Ashlar Lodge's Washington's Birthday Breakfast on Feb.
2,2025, 7:30-10:30am in Greenwich. Featuring historian
Sean Kelleher on Lafayette's 1825 tour, colonial-inspired

breakfast, and Revolutionary Hot Chocolate Bar. Adults §12,

Veterans/Kids $6. Historical presentation at 9:30,
Contact: {518) 366-3104.

Bdwertise widh us = wisit 20ecast.com for rates]
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RIDE ALONG

Mackenzie Spencer:
Talkin’ About My Generation

Adam Harrison Levy
Journal & Press

Adam: Where are we driving?

Mackenzie Spencer: We're driving on
Rt 22 just outside Salem and this is my fa-
vorite view. My Dad loved this view with
the mountains of Vermont and the silo and
the sky.

Adam: Why did it mean so much to him?

Mackenzie: Probably because Salem
was the place that he settled down the lon-
gest with me and my brother and then my
Mom. I see the sunset when I come home
from work and it reminds me that I'm going
home, it’s very symbolic.

Adam: What does home mean to you?

Mackenzie: Home has never been a place
for me. It has always been the people that
I love. I learned that from a young age be-
cause I moved around a lot but I always had
the same people around me. Home is more
of a feeling. That’s a cliche thing to say, but
it’s true.

Adam: Salem has been your home since
you've been...

Mackenzie: Five. I love Salem, but also
I've traveled a lot recently, doing photogra-
phy, enjoying live music, and going out to
see concerts and see the world. And part of
me 1s getting pulled from my tiny town to
see more.

Adam: Does that put you at odds with
your friends? Are you breaking the rules by
wanting to get out?

Mackenzie: I learned the rules so that
I know how to break them! My friend So-
phia, moved away with her partner, Curtis,
to Alaska in May, and that was kind of the
jump start for me, learning that I also have
autonomy in my life. She knew that I would
miss her if she left, but she ultimately de-
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cided to go. Ilearned that I was allowed to
make decisions like that for myself. I still
talk to her almost every day. We stay con-
nected like nothing changed, it’s just that
she’s not physically here. Our friendship
1s magical, she’s the one person who com-
pletely sees and understands me and ac-
cepts everything about me, and that’s just
so important.

Adam: What road are we on now?
Mackenzie: This is Black Creek Road.
Adam: Is this road special to you?

Mackenzie: This is the road that I would
drive during the summertime when it was
nice out and I wanted to just put miles on
my car and listen to music. It was sooth-
ing. If ever I'm stressed give me an hour
in my car listening to music and I'm good
especially when there’s wind in my face. I
roll my window down all the way and sing
songs and drive, just drive.

Adam: What is calming about being in a
car and listening to music?

Mackenzie: I like listening to music be-
cause it distracts me, it gives me one thing
to focus on, versus all of the thoughts in
my brain, which are like a staticky sort of
noise. I can clock out and just sing a song.
I'm a person who, if something happens,
wants to completely remove myself from
the situation, process it, and then go back
to it and handle it,

Adam: So you need your space?

Mackenzie: I like being alone. I like lis-
tening to the same song seven times in a
row. This is something that my Dad did
when I was young. He just enjoyed listen-
ing to music in his truck. He would sit in
the parking lot of our apartment building,
and he would listen to music and I would
go out there sometimes and sing with him.

Adam: Is driving a source of inspiration

¥t Rail o B
1
4y Pugiemy

|

Mackenzie: A lot of people have their
thoughts in the shower. I have my thoughts
while I'm driving. I'll have this little note-
book, and I'll have a pen next to me. It takes

everything in my power not to start driving
with my knees while I write my ideas down.

Adam: What was it like to be a kid in Sa-
lem?

for you?

Mackenzie: I struggled to make friends,
and then I lost my Dad, and then there were
the catty high school girls. I was figuring
myself out so I just kind of floated.

I wasn’t honest with myself about the
things that I enjoyed because not everyone
else enjoyed them. I've never been born to
do things in a traditional way. I typically do
things the hard way. I've been told that the
way my brain works is different.

Adam: So you've learned to do things your
way, even if it’s the hard way?

Mackenzie: I'm a hyper-independent

Please read more on the next page



RIDE ALONG

(cont.)

person. I would rather do everything myself
than ask somebody for help. My Mom is the
same way. So I learned from her that I can
do anything I need to do myself. I moved my
entire apartment by myself - I have mus-
cles! I want to have just what I want. The
only way you can do that is to earn money.
It’s simple. I'm gonna get it now instead of
waiting for somebody to hand me money,
wait for a birthday like other kids would, or
just ask their parents relentlessly.

Adam: When did you find your indepen-
dence and start working?

Mackenzie: My first job was at Stewarts
in 2020 and I was able to support myself
through college. 1T learned to multi-task,
scooping ice cream while ringing someone
out while at the same time, my neighbor is
asking how my day is going and the pizza
oven is beeping. I felt my most connected
to the town when I worked there because
everyone came in, it was a hub.

Adam: Did Salem prepare you for life?

Mackenzie: It depends on how you feel
about life and what you want out of life. 'm
not gonna lie. I have re-
sentment against this
town but also apprecia-
tion for it.

Adam: Why resent-
ment?

Mackenzie: It’s the
lack of opportunity. If
you want to try some-
thing that is not al-
ready here, it’s wrong.
Nobody seems to be
open to suggestions. It
feels like if you're try-
ing new things or ex-
ploring, this town is
very much the “Oh, so
you left and went to col-
lege, and now you know
all this stuff about the
world?” It feels like
there’s a box around

Salem.
Adam: Why appreciation?

Mackenzie: We're definitely on an up-
swing — the theater is growing and Salem
Art Works, they’re doing a lot. And we have
Jackos and On A Limb, which is phenom-
enal - Michelle really knows how to make a
cinnamon roll!

Adam: So what’s the problem?

Mackenzie: I want people to be more
open to change because that’s all we have
and if it doesn’t work, then it doesn’t work.
But where we're at right now is not working
for everybody either. If you want this town
to continue to flourish, everybody has to be
amicable.

Adam: What are some of the pressures on
your generation?

Mackenzie: The first thing that my gen-
eration dealt with was 9/11. That immedi-
ately changed the world. And then we had
the housing market issue. And then the
wars that we were facing. There was always
something life-changing and historical hap-
pening to us and then there was the 2020
election and Covid. And nobody wanted to
explain anything to us, and we got this ge-
neric education. And then we'’re just thrown
into the world and expected
to figure it out.

Adam: So you're frustrat-

ed?

Mackenzie: I just think
that there’s desensitiza-
tion. I've seen the footage of
Gaza and they were show-
ing us dead bodies of 9/11
in High School. You want
us to care about things, but
you’re not doing anything to
change what’s happening.
Does that make sense?

Adam: It sounds like what
you're saying is that your
generation is overwhelmed
by all these historical events
but you weren’t given the
tools to process them?

Mackenzie: Right. And

then we’re blamed for not having a tool-
box. But it’s like, nobody brought us to
Home Depot to show us the toolbox to get
through life! So now we’re just figuring it
out. I think the state of the world is against
people of my age right now. And some of us
took advantage of the easiness of technolo-
gy and we learned not to have a work ethic.

Adam: So you think technology is a way
for your generation to compensate for these
overwhelming historical events?

Mackenzie: It’s a way for people to es-
cape their real life. So like, when it comes to
dating, you have online dating apps - peo-
ple are seeking love through their phones!
That’s just abnormal. That’s just odd. We
should be devoid of media. I think we
should bring physical media back. We're do-
ing this interview for a newspaper. I think
newspapers need to come back.

Adam: That’s good to hear!

Mackenzie: Ownership has gone down
in this generation — we just don’t own any-
thing. Everything is a streaming service or
a subscription service. Everything is fleet-
ing and not permanent.

Adam: Are you going to stay in Salem?

Mackenzie: Forever? Probably not, I
want to get out again for a little while, re-
assure myself that I'm an adult, can do the
things that I think I can do, and then come
back.

Adam: You seem a little unusual.

Mackenzie: I've been told. Do I chalk this
up to my life experiences, or is this some-
thing that I was born with? My Mom would
say I was naturally born with it. She used
to call me a little Tasmanian devil because I
had so much energy she couldn’t even keep
me down for a hug.

Adam Harrison Levy
is a freelance author and
journalist (The Guardian,
BBC). He teaches writing
at the School of Visual
Arts and offers workshops
and private lessons in
Salem, NY.
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Chicken parm dinner

The Cambridge Food Pantry will resume their monthly dinners
with the start of this New Year beginning on Saturday, January
25 from 4:30 to 6:30pm. Dinners will be served at 59 South Park
St., Route 22 South in Cambridge, which is located directly across
from the school bus garage. Everyone is welcome.

The January 25 menu will be chicken parmesan, penne pasta, :
fresh salad and delicious homemade desserts, all for only $17 per | < 25 FOOD PANTRY
person. G e

All Cambridge Food Pantry meal food is made fresh. Diners : W Wed. 1-3, Fri. 4-6 & Sat. 11-1
may eat-in or take their food home to enjoy. The proceeds will be 8 aash 51 8 - 677...7‘] 5 2
put to good use in helping many people through the Cambridge = = " e s
Food Pantry’s community outreach. Call 518-677-7152 for more | & .‘.@‘: (I X X I )

information.

- TUTA

AMERICGAN | SALEM
HARDWARE | HARDWARE

57 Church Street 200 N Main Street
Granville, NY 12832 Salem, NY 12865

518-642-1334 518-854-3113

Store Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm
Saturday 8:00am-4:00pm ¢ Sunday Closed

SERVICES OFFERED:
e Computer Paint Matching e Window & Screen Repairs
e Pipe Cutting & Threading ¢ Stovepipe Cutting & Crimping
e Window Shades Cutting  Propane Refills * Glass & Key Cutting
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250th tidbits sought

Amy Hoffer of the Washington
County 250th Committee, is de-
veloping a calendar to promote the
people, places, and things of Wash-
ington County through fun and in-
teresting facts and historical dates
(not limited to the Revolutionary
War). The calendar will also pro-
mote 250th events and heritage
tourism.

Proceeds from the sale of the cal-
endars will benefit the Washington
County 250th Committee and help
fund upcoming 250th events.

They are reaching out to Wash-
ington County residents, former
residents, and residents of other
nearby counties and Vermont who
may have old photos or possibly
important dates from long ago that
could be included on the calendar.

The photos can be with or without
people.

If you have any questions or if
you have any photos or information
to share, please contact Amy Hoffer
at  ahoffer@washingtoncountyny.
gov or call her at 518/746-2287 be-
fore February 28, 2025.

Local Catholic
churches

Mass at Holy Cross Catholic Church on Sunday is
held at 8:15 AM; at St. Patrick’s at 11:30 AM, and at
Immaculate Conception in Hoosick Falls on Saturday
at 4 PM and Sunday at 10 AM. Weekday Masses are
at 9 AM at Holy Cross on Tuesday, at St. Patrick’s on
Wednesday, and Immaculate Conception on Monday.

Women of the Old Testament: Part Two, will explore
stories of women such as Judith and Esther, whose
gifts broke stereotypes and continues to reveal God to
us. Four Lessons begin February 3: Mondays 10 -
11:30AM at Immaculate Conception; and at 6:30 PM
at St. Patrick’s. All sessions are available on zoom.
Please see the website for more information. It is also
available on zoom. Mary Rosmus is guest director.

Additional information including special resources,
donating electronically, and the bulletin can be found
on the website battenkillcatholic.org.

Locally Owned & Operated. Independent.

=

Lumber & So Much More!
Waoad Peller Fuel
Bird Seed & Supplies
Naked Bee Products
Greening Cards
Brever Tovs
Spring Bulbs
Cold Weather Boots & Clothes
Yainl & Supplics
PPet Food, Toys, Leashes

A&

518-854-7414

7 Thomas Street, Salem

&J

. Hours:

Mondav-Iriday: 7am - Gpm
dam - 2pm

Closed

Saturday:
Sunday:

fSHOPLOCAL
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Bill Throop on climate change

As part of Battenkill Conservancy’s An-
nual Meeting and Speaker Series, William
(Bill) Throop, Professor Emeritus of Phi-
losophy and Environmental Studies, Green
Mountain College, will discuss his new
book, “Flourishing in the Age of Climate
Change” and relate its lessons to everyday
conservation practices for the Battenkill
watershed. The talk will take place in the
Hedbring Room of the Greenwich Free Li-
brary on Sunday, Feb 2nd at 2:00 PM and
1s open to the public.

As an author, philosopher, and life-long
environmentalist, Bill Throop believes that
by strengthening

skillful habits we can flourish despite the
challenges of climate change. For society
to approach sustainability, these skills are
seen as crucial. Best practices in watershed

conservation that focus on collaborative,
humility, and frugality skills can enhance
our own resilience while helping to restore
critical ecosystems. Bill’s philosophy offers
a hopeful and engaging blueprint where col-
laboration and education ensures a healthy
environment for all. The talk is an oppor-
tunity to hear from a passionate educator
offering practical advice.

Bill Throop served as Green Mountain
College’s provost for 12 years and was ac-
tive nationally in promoting sustainability
education, serving on the board of directors
of the Association for the Advancement of
Sustainability in Higher Education (AAS-
HE) for six years, and as chair for two years.
Bill has published widely in professional
journals and edited the first book on philo-
sophical issues in ecological restoration. He

now spends much of his time working on
the family farm in Hebron, NY, where his
sheep, chickens and vegetable gardens keep
him firmly rooted in the land. He is an avid
hiker and cross-country skier, and has been
canoeing on the Battenkill for decades.

The history of the Adirondack vacation

The Saratoga County History Center
(SCHC) at Brookside Museum announces
a virtual presentation by Connor Williams
on “Greetings from the Great Camps: The
History of the Adirondack Vacation.”
This will be the 26th presentation in the
Center’s popular speaker series “Experts
Next Door” and will take place at 7pm on
Thursday, January 23rd through Zoom.

In 1850, the Adirondack region was a
blank spot on the map, largely unorga-
nized and uncharted. But, by 1900, the

Adirondacks hosted elaborate summer es-
tates for the wealthiest families in Amer-
ica: Vanderbilts, Rockefellers, Carnegies,
Whitneys and Morgans. Thomas Edison
and Albert Einstein summered and sailed
on the same mountain lake. Adirondacks
were a destination. How did this happen,
and why?

Join Dr. Connor Williams, scholar,
teacher and the historian at Great Camp
Sagamore (where he directs their history
programming) as he answers these ques-

tions, and discusses how environmental-
ism, opulence, industry, inequality, ar-
chitecture and nature all intersected to
produce the Adirondack Park (and the
Adirondack vacations) we still connect to
today.

The event is open to the public. It is free
for SCHC members, and $5 for non-mem-
bers. Pre-registration is required through
the website www.brooksidemuseum.org.

Junior firefighters wanted in Greenwich

The Greenwich Fire Department is host-
ing a recruitment event for the Junior Fire-
fighter program. The event is will be held
on Monday, January 20, from 6:00 pm to
8:00pm.

The minimum age to participate in the
program is 14 years of age. The Junior FF
Program is designed to give participants an
opportunity to learn about Fire, Rescue and
EMS calls that GFD responds to. Junior
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FF will have hands-on training and par-
ticipate in classroom training and team
bonding events. Benefits for Junior Fire-
fighters are scholarship money, helping
in the community and learning to work in
an organization as being part of a team.
Pizza and refreshments will be provided.

Contact Faith Alheim at 518-222-9553
for additional information.




54 Main Street Wed/Thu. 4-8pm
Fri. 4-9pm

Greenwich, NY Sat. noon-9pm
518-531-4573 Sun. noon-7pm

Blackjack,
:' Craps & Roulette

Prizes &
Photobooth

Get ready to spice up your winter with an exciting evening
at our Casino Night!
Warm up with thrilling games, great company,
and the chance to win great prizes.
Whether you're a seasoned player or just looking for some fun,
this event promises an unforgettable evening of entertainment.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21S8T

6:00-10:00 pm Ticket includes:
e $1,000 Casino Play

Call 518-531-4573 to reserve or more info.

*RESERVE BY 2/15* | e Wallie’s Dinner Buffet
e 2 Drink Tickets @
This event is 17+ Hosted by: "»Nights Entertainment $95 per person @

TRIVIA LOVERS |/icie. By B
Every Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday

SSEMBLE
'__E..g (M)EEkeg%m TLetLULnéL So—ll-phoiesealgég:tsl‘fel'\/gfilrt

A=y We dnesd%s

VN ]anuary—Marc_h 6:30pm $ 929 05
S (Feb 19th is Family Trivia)

enterlamment Reservations accepted




OUTDOORS TOMORROW

Buteo and accipiter artifacts

Bob Henke
Journal & Press

I am writing this on the day when, in
1773, the first public museum was opened
in Charleston, South Carolina. However,
they did not let the “public” through the
doors until 1824 after all the folks felt to
be most likely to be intellectually stimu-
lated by the collections had been accom-
modated. This lead to great debate and
nasty editorials in the newspapers when
the Peale Museum opened its doors in
1786 in Philadelphia—to anyone regard-
less of gender, class, or profession. Of
course, there was a dress code—some-
thing we should emulate nowadays, in my
opinion.

Collecting artifacts seems to have been
a characteristic of all human societies.
However, when you are a mobile hunter/
gatherer unit, it is more difficult to col-
lect items to remind us of people, places,
or things. It is thought that the concept
of jewelry developed from stringing a tal-
isman on a piece of cord to wear around
the neck, wrist, or ankle in order to carry
it effectively on the continual treks of the
time. Archaeologists despair because of-
ten these items are totally perishable—
things like claws, strips of hide, odd-col-
ored pelts, and the like, or else they are
things that would be unrecognizable as
artifacts—a colored rock from a particular
location for example.

One usually perishable item, which has
been preserved from as far back as Nean-
derthal times, is feathers. Some were in-
cluded in both our early museums. Feath-
ers, it turns out, were often included in
graves, hence were to a degree protected
from weathering and bacteria. Some of
these were things like goose and eider
down, used to essentially make a soft
“feather bed” under the dear departed.
Even the tough as nails Vikings, put their
warriors to rest in longboat coffins, on deep
beds of eider down. And yes, these were
often buried, not set fire and floated out
Page 14 | Late January 2025 | Journal & Press

to sea like the movies depict. This latter
would more often result in bodies washing
back to the shore then disappearing forev-
er into the depths.

The intimacy with nature and value
placed on certain behaviors has made some
of these grave inclusions very valuable in
determining the status and social position
of the departed. Quite often raptor (hawks
and owls) feathers were included. In some
societies, the raptors specializing in tak-
ing birds on the wing were associated with
the warrior class, both male and female.
The usually larger, ambush hunters that
swoop down on rodents and the like were
generally considered more aloof and regal,
often chosen to adorn social leaders both
before and after death.

This sort of attention to detail and be-
havior would greatly simplify what is of-
ten a mystifying process of identifying the
various hawks and owls. I get more identi-
fication questions on hawks than any other
type of wildlife. I got a typical one in an
email last week. It was a rather blurry pic-
ture of a hawk saying, “What is this?”

In this area, the first level of identifica-
tion is size. If it is really big, we have two
types of eagles, both look huge, especially
when flying and both have a sort of non-
descript juvenile phase. Bald eagles with
their distinctive stark white head and
tail are easy. Golden eagles are a uniform
golden brown and sometimes appear even
larger than bald eagles in flight. In both
species, sexual maturity comes around
their fifth year along with their adult col-
oration. Younger birds of both species are
a mottled brown and tan color, the feath-
ers look a bit scruffy, and the bird itself
may be somewhat larger than its parents
in the first year (because of the excellent
nutrition they provide.) The way to tell
the difference in the juveniles has to do
with their namesake. Our national bird
is “bald” because it has no feathers on
its lower legs. This facilitates snatching
fish out of the water. The golden eagle is

feathered all the way to its feet.

There are a few size categories after
that so it is helpful to first make a dif-
ferent distinction—the same one the an-
cient Neanderthals as well as the Vikings
as well as indigenous people throughout
this hemisphere did. It is a lifestyle dif-
ference and is best determined by looking
at the bird’s tail. Grave goods as well as
costume decorations most often focused
on tail feathers for the same reason.

Look at the tail, especially in flight. If the
feathers are relatively short and spread
in a fan shape, the bird is a buteo. They
are typified by relatively straight broad
wings, used for the soaring usually asso-
ciated with the class or just as typically,
rapid acceleration down from a hunting
perch to nab a hapless rodent scuttling in
the grass. If you see a large buteo, and
can tell nothing else about it, guess it is
a redtail hawk. You will be right in near-
ly 90% of the cases anywhere in North
America and much of South America. In
the Washington County area, during the
winter months, you may occasionally be
looking at a rough-legged hawk. They are
similar in size to the redtail but lack the
vivid mahogany tail color of the redtail.
Mistaking it for a juvenile redtail would
be possible as they do not develop the
tail color until they are over a year old
but there is another good marker. Like
the golden eagle, rough-legged hawks are
feathered all the way down their shanks
to the feet. Redtails are not.

An interest fact about rough-legged
hawks is that, during their breeding sea-
son in the arctic, their preferred food is
lemmings; they may capture as many as
a dozen a day to feed their broods. They
are so successful because they can see the
fresh lemming urine, which is visible only
in the ultraviolet spectrum. Like many
other mice and rats, lemmings continu-
ously dribble urine as they travel their
trails, not only to mark territory but to

Please read more on the next page
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(cont.)

help them find their way back to their
burrow after foraging. The hawk has only
to follow the fresh trail to find the oblivi-
ously dribbling little rodent.

The next size buteo is much smaller and
does not have a distinctive red tail. More
of a woodland bird, it is descriptively
called the broad-winged hawk. They are
very common but far less frequently seen
as the field hunters.

The other type of tail pattern you may
find on your hawk is very long, straight,
and rectangular-looking. The function
of this sort of tail is to be an exception-
ally powerful rudder. This sort of hawk is
called an accipiter. These are the fighter
pilots of the hawk world making a living
based on their maneuverability.

There are some larger accipiters. We
may see goshawks and marsh hawks, but
the ones we are most apt to encounter

are the hawks that plague our bird feed-
ers. These medium-sized hawks, roughly
pigeon-sized, whose pattern is to pick out
a victim and pursue it through whatev-
er twists and evasive maneuvers it may
make, ultimately snatching it out of the
air in mid-flight. This was the category
where the pictured hawk fell.

There are two possible candidates for
a mid-sized accipiter with a banded tail,
hanging around a birdfeeder in Hampton:
the sharp-shinned hawk and the Cooper’s
hawk. In flight, these birds look identi-
cal and, although the sharpie is gener-
ally smaller, a female sharp-shinned may
be every bit as large as a male Cooper’s.
Many ornithologists do not even recognize
them as separate species. However, if the
bird is sitting still, as the Hampton blue
jay slayer was, there is a subtle difference.
Cooper’s have a larger blocky-looking
head versus the sharpie’s more rounded
dome. Even better, however, is that fight-
er jet tail. Cooper’s tails are quite round-
ed on the end whereas the sharp-shin’s

tail looks squared off as if chopped with
scissors. Either one will make a nuisance
of itself at a bird feeder and will stay until
the population of songbirds is virtually nil
before moving to another area. The best
solution 1is, if you see a bird hawk or the
tell-tale piles of feathers, just let the feed-
ers remain empty for a week or so. The
lack of a concentrated number of birds
will send the hawk looking for greener
pastures.

When summer comes, we can talk about
a couple other species of little accipiters,
one of which was featured in the Peale
Museum...

Contact Bob Henke
with your sightings or
questions by mail c/o
The Greenwich Journal
& Salem Press, by email
at outdoors.tomorrow@

gmail.com, on Twitter at
@BobHenke, or on Facebook.
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FOSTER PARENTS

NEEDED

Washington County Department of Social Services is looking for families who
are willing to provide a home for a child.
er you can only devote a weekend a month to
a child or care for a child until they can be re-

unified family, we still need your help.

We help families navigate the training and
homestudy process. It does not cost you any-
thing to learn more. Please reach out to us with
questions at (518)746-2284 or scan our QR code to follow us on Face-

book.

Wheth-
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ON THE SQUARE

The Mandate

Lance Allen Wang
Journal & Press

The incoming Trump administration’s
spokespersons have been happily crowing
about a “mandate” they've received from
the American people to pursue their agen-
da. Far be it from me to rain on anyone’s
parade, but there is a problem — there is no
definition of what a political mandate en-
tails in this country, except in the broadest
possible sense.

The American Presidency Project at UC
Santa Barbara defines two very ambiguous
terms that we hear thrown about in the af-
termath of an election:

“A common view 1s that a president’s
‘popular mandate,” as measured by the size
of his margins of victory in the popular and
electoral vote, predicts the likelihood of him
launching enduring changes in policy and
politics... ‘Landslide’ elections are typically
marked by very large popular vote majori-
ties as well as complete, or near-complete,
victory in all states.”

By the standard of the Presidency Proj-
ect, the new administration does not have
a mandate nor did they achieve a landslide,
although they have an undeniable victory.
As victories go, this was a less than aver-
age one.

According to the Council on Foreign Re-
lations, Trump’s 1.5 percent margin of vic-
tory over Harris was “the fifth smallest of
the thirty-two presidential races held since
1900.”  So as with any of his hyperbole,
we should take Trump’s claims of “a politi-
cal victory that our country has never seen
before, nothing like this...” with all due
grains of salt.

We saw during last month’s budget nego-
tiations that the new President will have
his hands full keeping a still clearly fac-
tionalized GOP on point.

But we can all pretty safely say that the
claims of a mandate were written long be-
fore the election took place. Steve Ban-
non, sometimes known as “Trump’s Brain,”
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(and who briefly wore the
moniker “Sloppy Steve”
when he was on the very
public outs with his boss
in 2018), was the same
man who urged Trump
to simply claim victory in
2020 regardless of the vote
count — and the then-Pres-
ident did. Now out of pris-
on after serving a sentence
for contempt of Congress,
Bannon is continuing to
provide advice to the in-
coming President.

o=

However, Bannon also

has been continuing to whip up the base
as well. With his recycled John Birch
Society talking points that are a staple of
the far-right, he continues to promote a
no-compromise approach to politics, which
ironically is the opposite of conservatism’s
founding philosophical premise that com-
promises are necessary as disagreements
among competing factions are inevitable.

At the recent event called “AmericaF-
est” sponsored by the Christian national-
ist-leaning political organization Turning
Point USA, Bannon was telling attendees
that the far right needs to go beyond par-
tisanship - “We need hyper-partisanship
now!” he railed. In case listeners weren’t
getting the point, he made clear that “The
political class is infected with a malignant
cancer. That cancer is bipartisanship,
right?”

At the event, Mr. Bannon attempted to
whip up the crowd against Mike Johnson
becoming House Speaker. He was very
upset that Johnson compromised and ne-
gotiated to get the budget passed before a
government shutdown.

“It’s not just the Democrats that are our
foes,” complained Donald Trump Jr. to the
crowd, “It’s a vast majority of the Republi-
cans.” He was upset because 38 Republi-
cans voted against a government spending
bill that his father was backing.

oy

| Steve Bannon being taken into custody

In the end, Mr. Bannon went O-for-2 —
the budget bill passed, and Mike Johnson
starts the year as a re-elected Speaker of
the House. But don’t think for a minute
that this leaves Bannon down and out. He
still has the President’s ear, he is still a
popular internet-based influencer for the
far-right, and like Mr. Trump, he came
back from the political dead — in Bannon’s
case with an orange jumpsuit to show for
his troubles.

What does it all mean? It means that
the Republicans are going to be challenged
to do anything with their House and Sen-
ate majorities unless the one-way street of
loyalty to Trump is widened for two-way
traffic. The majorities in both cases are
slim — again, the landslide was a misdiag-
nosis. Trump may not get blind obedience
from more than the usual suspects. In-
stead, he will need to wield political carrots
and sticks and find a way to help Republi-
cans who are not from dark red districts.
The first time around, he was not given to
finesse or compromise, despite his claims
of being a great dealmaker. The biggest
deal he needs to make this time around
may be with his own party. Because as
a lame duck who will eventually be our
oldest President, he no longer has the lon-
gest stick — the one that says, “You better
support me, because I'm going to be here a
while.”

Please read more on the next page



American singer-songwriter, musician
and recording artist Sean Rowe will speak
at 12:40 p.m. Monday, Feb. 10, in SUNY
Adirondack’s Visual Arts Gallery as part of
the Spring 2025 Writers Project series.

Rowe’s sound and emotional conviction
demand attention, and were described in
NPR’s “All Songs Considered” as so pow-
erful, “he can just crush granite with that
voice.” The Wall Street Journal proclaimed,
“Mr. Rowe’s ringing baritone is as timeless
as his approach, recalling the ecstatic in-
tensity of late-’60s Van Morrison and stark
subtlety of late-era Johnny Cash.”

Rowe has graced the stage of Mountain
Jam, Wilco’s Solid Sound Festival, opened
for Robert Plant and the Alabama Shakes,
and performed at Caffe Lena. His voice
reached international audiences when his
song “T'o Leave Something Behind” was fea-
tured in the film “The Accountant,” starring
Ben Affleck and Anna Kendrick.

His latest release, “The Darkness Dressed
in Colored Lights,” was recorded at The
Hive in Wisconsin by Grammy-winning en-
gineer Brian Joseph (Bon Iver). Rowe writes
heartfelt songs strongly rooted in singer-
songwriter tradition, urging PopMatters.
com to say his lyrics “have the poetic sto-

Sean Rowe kicks off Writers Project

rytelling quality you expect
from Tom Waits and Leonard
Cohen.”

An avid naturalist and re-
nowned forager, Rowe often
speaks of his fascination with
the woods and his connection
to the land. He is touring in
support of his new album.

SUNY Adirondack’s Writers
Project series continues with
the following events, each
held at 12:40 p.m. in the Vi-
sual Arts Gallery:

* Monday, Feb. 24: Mem-
oirist, audio book narra-
tor and actor Marni Pen-
ning;

*  Monday, March 17: Poet
David Graham;

*  Monday, April 7: Fanta-
sy novelist Philip Chase;

* Monday, April 28: Au-
thor and journalist Megan Mayhew-
Bergman,;

*  Wednesday, April 30: SUNY Adiron-
dack Creative Writing majors will

read from their works.

All Writers Project events are free and
open to the public. They are also aired live
via Zoom and can be watched at usO6web.
zoom.us/my/mccoyoffice.

ON THE SQUARE

(cont.)

While all of this is going on, Steve Ban-
non remains the strategic lodestar for the
incoming administration. Possibly his
most visible influence is in his strategy of
“flooding the zone.”

In 2018, he told writer Michael Lewis,
“The Democrats don’t matter. The real op-
position is the media. And the way to deal
with them is to flood the zone with s**t.”
Bannon believes in providing the media
with a target-rich environment of both true
and untrue stories. If there’s something
you want them to focus on, just make it
extra outrageous and they're programmed
to chase it. If the enemy is a “watchdog

media” then give them more than they can
possibly watch. In the meantime — what
are they NOT watching?

Nominating someone as patently unqual-
ified as Matt Gaetz for Attorney General
was “flooding the zone.” That took all of
the journalistic oxygen away from other
nominations who may have been equally
unqualified. Imperial designs on Green-
land and Panama right out of the 19th cen-
tury? That’s “flooding the zone.” It may
be news in its outrageousness, but it’s not
likely to happen. What else is perhaps a
little less outrageous that we’re not seeing?
Something a little more likely to happen?

Of course, all of this is meaningless in the
sense that it is still an “incoming adminis-
tration.” No plan, as the old military ad-

age goes, survives first contact with the en-
emy, or in this case, reality. The success
of the incoming administration may have
a lot less to do with the President-elect’s
desires, and much more to do with the ef-
fectiveness of Bannon’s strategies and how
well the President-elect can negotiate the
mid-term elections and strengthen his abil-
ity to push through legislation as an aging
lame duck.

Lance Allen Wang is an
Iraq Veteran and retired
Army Infantry officer who
lives in Eagle Bridge, NY,
with his wife Hatti.
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Amy Godine to visit DAR

Willard’s Mountain Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution will
host a book talk and signing by Adirondack historian Amy Godine. Godine
will discuss her 2023 publication “The Black Woods: Pursuing Racial Justice
on the Adirondack Frontier”. The event will be held on Saturday, February
15th, 2025, at the Bottskill Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 26 Church Street,
Greenwich, NY.

Godine explores the deep Washington County connections to an abolition-
ist-founded Black farm settlement in the Adirondack Mountains. The book
tracks the progress of the Hazzard family, who were farm laborers in Jackson,
Cambridge and Greenwich. In the mid 19th-century, they journeyed to the
Adirondack wilderness and built lives as subsistence farmers, Union Army
volunteers, and advocates for integration and racial justice.

A Q&A with the author and a book signing will follow Godine’s talk. Books
will be available for purchase. The event is free and open to the public.

1 Park Place, Cambridge, NY
Open Mondays through Fridays, 9-5; Saturdays, 9-2

For flowers and gifts
As a Teleflora florist, we deliver worldwide
Deliveries to Salem and Greenwich daily

Your hometown florist and more
518-677-7095

~MbriggeFigwershoPN®
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NEW MEMBERS
NEEDED!

GREENWICH FIRE DEPT,

Junior Firefighter Program

Our Junior Firefighter program gives youth opportunity
to learn about Fire, Rescue, and EMS calls that the fire
department responds to. It also prepares the youth to

become a firefighter in the future. Jr. Firefighters
participate in classroom and hands-on training,
community events, and team bonding activities.

Details Benefits

+ Come fill out an application
+ See the trucks

+ Meet the members
Firefighter Games

* Minors bring a Guardian

+ Minimum age of 14

Open Invite January 20th 6-8pm

Pizza and refreshments will be provided

Helping the community
Meeting new friends
Learning responsibility
Scholarship money
Commitment




Fort Salem Theater’s ‘Macbethany’ team

Fort Salem Theater announced the cast
and creative team for the world premiere
production of “Macbethany,” written and
directed by David Dubov-Flinn. This grip-
ping new drama will debut March 7-9, 2025,
in the theater’s intimate Cabaret Room, of-
fering audiences an up-close and personal
experience with this powerful work.

“Macbethany” stars real-life couple Tanya
Gorlow and Kerry Kazmierowicztrimm, two
accomplished performers making their Fort
Salem Theater debuts, and bringing their
dynamic talents to this highly anticipated
production.

Tanya Gorlow was recently named Execu-
tive Director at the Sand Lake Center for
the Arts, and has earned acclaim for her
transformative performances in roles such

as Hamlet, Beatrice in “Much Ado About
Nothing,” and dual portrayals of Macbeth
and Lady Macbeth. She was recently nomi-
nated for Best Performer in a Play by the
BroadwayWorld Central New York Awards.

Kerry Kazmierowicztrimm is a celebrated
actor and writer who joins the production
following a successful run in “13 Suits: A
Mother’s Monologues” at Chicago’s Raven
Theatre. As a writer, they boast an im-
pressive resume with over 700 productions
staged worldwide and numerous awards for
their creative work, including their ongoing
hit musical “Chasing the Sky,” which has
been running in Poland for two years.

“Macbethany” delves into the complexi-
ties of love, trust, and betrayal, exploring
the volatile dynamics of a couple navigat-

ing secrets and emo-

PLEASE

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
ALL ARE WELCOME!

S anct atlor, games/

JANUARY 25, 2025

Musie! Pizza, snacks, and Drinks!

ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH HALL
HILL ST. GREENWICH, NY

Corn Aals, me]&vg&

R WY

tional warfare in
their secluded sum-
mer home. As con-
fessions unfold and
power dynamics
shift, audiences will
be captivated by this
electrifying explora-
tion of intimacy and
deception.

“We are absolutely
thrilled to present
the world premiere
of David Dubov-
Flinn’s dynamic and
thought-provoking
new work in our
Cabaret Room,” said
Kyle West, Fort Sa-
lem Theater's Ex-
ecutive and Artistic
Director. “The inti-
macy of the space en-
hances the tension
and immediacy of the
story, making it an
unforgettable theat-
rical experience that
I know our audiences
will love.”

£

Writer and direc-
tor David Dubov-

Flinn brings
over 40 years
of experience to
the production,
having worked
extensively as
an actor, play-
wright, and di-
rector in the U.S.
and abroad. His
recent perfor-
mances include
standout roles at
Fort Salem The-
ater as the Stage
Manager in “Our
Town” and Bot-
tom in “A Mid-
summer Night’s
Dream.” Dubov-
Flinn currently
serves as Co-Ar-
tistic Director at a /
Bennington The- ' 'y
ater and contin- ?\“:‘ i.i
ues to contribute Sl Tanya Gorlow
his talents to the - L -
vibrant theatri-
cal communities
of Vermont and
New York.

Kazmierowicztrim

-

Tickets for
“Macbethany”
are available
now. For more
information or
to purchase tick-
ets, visit wwuw.
FortSalem.com
or call 518-854-
9200. Tickets are also on sale now for
FST’s 2025 season, which also includes
“Music From Salem” (February 23),
“Sweeney Todd” (April 25-May 4), “Kinky
Boots” (June 20-July 6), “Tick, Tick...
Boom!” (August 8-16), “Disney’s News-
tes Jr.” (July 31-August 1), “The Rocky
Horror Show” (October 24-November 1),
“Romeo & Juliet” (November 20-23), and
“Snow Business” (December 12-14).

David Dubov-Flinn
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Supporting local artists

Green Art Supply recently announced the
opening of its retail store as a premier des-
tination for artists and craft enthusiasts.
Dedicated to sustainability and creativity,
Green Art Supply offers an innovative way
to explore and access art materials while
supporting local artisans and the environ-
ment. After operating successfully online
for one year, we are excited to announce
the opening of our brick-and-mortar store,
providing a physical space for the creative
community and conveniently located at 97
Main St in Greenwich.

The New Store Offers:

. New & Gently Used Art Materials:
Whether you're a professional artist or a
hobbyist, our collection of high-quality,
gently used, and new art supplies provides
an affordable and sustainable way to stock
your studio.

Edward Jones

What matters most to
you matters to us

When you work with Edward Jones, our entire
team will help you work toward your financial
goals. We'll learn which special moments you
want to create in your life -- and then we'll
design a tailored strategy to help you build

. Local, Handcrafted Items: Celebrate
the creativity of local makers with a selec-
tion of unique, handcrafted items that bring
art into everyday life.

. Art & Craft Classes: Unlock your
creativity with engaging workshops led by
experienced artists. From beginners to sea-
soned creators, there’s something for every-
one.

The Mission: Green Art Supply was
founded with a vision to create a sustain-
able art community that values creativity,
reduces waste, and supports local artisans.
By promoting the reuse of materials and of-
fering eco-friendly options, we aim to:

. Reduce waste by giving art materi-
als a second life.

. Support the local art community.

. Offer affordable, high-quality sup-
plies.

Be part of a movement that com-
bines creativity with sustainability.

“At Green Art Supply, we believe art has
the power to change the world. By creat-
ing responsibly and fostering community,
we can make a lasting impact,” said Chris
Levy, founder of Green Art Supply.

For more information, visit GreenArt-
Supply.com or sign up for our newsletter
to stay updated on classes, events, and
new arrivals.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

the future you envision. Together.

Breanna L Lundy
CFP", CEPA"

Financial Advisor

2 Church St
Greenwich, NY 12834
518-692-2649
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Patrick Kimmell
Financial Advisor

2 Church St
Greenwich, NY 12834
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Five words for the 2025 economy

Jill Schlesinger
Tribune Content Agency
Special to Journal & Press

The year 2025 will be about change, as
a new administration enacts policies that
will ignite debate and conversations that
could be confusing. To prepare, here’s a
cheat sheet of five terms that you are like-
ly to hear.

1. Tariffs

A tariff is a tax or duty imposed on a par-
ticular class of imports or exports. The ex-
porting country does not pay for the tariff;
rather the company that imports the good
is on the hook for the extra charge.

The importer may choose to absorb the
extra cost, reducing its profit, or pass it
along to consumers. The concern among
economists is that a fresh round of tariffs
could reignite the inflation rate, though
most agree that we are not likely to see
that frightening 9.1 percent post-COVID
inflation rate as a result of new tariffs.

Those who favor tariffs see them as a
bargaining chip in international negotia-
tions; as a means to beef up tax revenue;
and as a way to shield domestic producers
from foreign competition.

They also note that there could be special
carve-outs for some countries and products
that might tamp down the overall impact

of tariffs. President-elect Donald Trump
pledged that he would slap a 25% tariff on
products coming into the U.S. from Mexico
and Canada and an additional 10% tariff
on Chinese products, though those per-
centages could change.

2. Immigration

Trump has promised to clamp down on
immigration, potentially deporting some
portion (perhaps up to 1 million) of the
approximately 11 million undocumented
population. There will also be an effort to
clamp down on border crossings.

The total economic impact of these poli-
cies is difficult to gauge, because according
to Capital Economics, “undocumented im-
migration is disinflationary, while depor-
tations would likely be hugely disruptive
for those sectors most reliant on undocu-
mented workers, including agriculture,
food processing and construction.”

3. Taxes

The 2017 Tax Act and Jobs Act (TCJA),
which took effect in January 2018, made
corporate tax cuts permanent, but tax

changes for individuals are set to sunset
at the end of 2025.

The Trump Administration will seek to
extend most of the provisions of the indi-
vidual code, including: lower tax rates, a
higher standard deduction
amount, increased family

1786 WILSON HOMESTEAD

tax credits, a cap on state
and local tax deductions,
repeal of the Alternative

OLD BOOKS & ANTIQUES iu licbron, New York

NY & VT +Children’s
HISTORY Mustrated
+*Architecture +«Natural History
sAntiques -(.'.m'dening
+ Cookbooks Biography

Travel +Women
sDecorative Arts
+« NativeAmerican

sHistory «Diaries
-'ll'xlilq.'s *l:'::cli‘lk'
[Yiction e meore!

20% OFF BOOKS
NONFICTION/4. CURIOUS

Sat/SuniMon 11-9, May-Oct or by Appt. all year=518.854.3134
7 mi. N, of Salem, NY off NYS Rt.22, % nui. W, on Chamberlin Mills Bd

Minimum Tax, and an ex-
pansion of the estate tax
exemption.

During the campaign,
Trump  suggested that
there would be additional
tax cuts, but there may
not be an appetite for fur-
ther reductions due to the
impact on the nation’s fi-
nances — more on that in
the next section.
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4 & 5. Deficit/debt ceiling

When Congress debates the extension
of the TCJA, there will be an analysis of
the impact on the nation’s balance sheet
— primarily whether the cuts increase the
budget deficit.

A federal deficit is the amount of money
the government spends (outlays) minus
the amount of money it collects from taxes
(revenue) each year.

According to the Congressional Bud-
get Office (CBO), in fiscal year 2024, the
federal budget deficit totaled $1.8 trillion
— an increase of 8% from the shortfall re-
corded in the previous year. The cumula-
tive amount of money the government has
borrowed over time i1s the national debt,
which currently stands at over $36 trillion.

The debt ceiling is the legal limit on
the total amount of federal debt the gov-
ernment can accrue. If the debt limit is
reached, the government must raise it,
suspend it, or risk defaulting on its legal
obligation to pay its bills.

Increasing the debt ceiling IS NOT au-
thorizing new spending — it is simply al-
lowing lawmakers the ability to pay for the
obligations it has already made.

Jill Schlesinger, CFP, is a CBS News busi-
ness analyst. A former
options trader and CIO
of an investment advisory
firm, she welcomes com-
ments and questions at
askjill@jillonmoney.com.

s




Animal Crackers by Fred Wagner 9 to 5 by Harley Schwadron
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AH, IT% GOOD
TO BE HOME!

“The boss noticed me today. He said
| should start wearing deodorant.”

WHAT KIND
OF TREE
19 THAT 2

Word Play Answers Page 24

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

— | LEYID
Gasoline Alley by Jim Scancarelli | m
RUYHR

OHO®

Jobless claims
are at an all-
time low.

I'm ready to start
my new job on

()

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

(__ . . . . -
mae%l My red sock has entangled | This situation has | Would it| Ah! Aninteresting
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! x
w z z Bo g e @]k
é I/V\ A (AIGLIM] eoc YOUR BOGGLE'
WITH THE SHEP! BrainBusters!} et 1515 Champ
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m-y__/ §> Boggle BrainBusters Bonus
H ‘We put special brain-busting words into the
n" ) -3 puzzle grid. Can you find them?
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More Word Play Answers Page 24

'SCRABBLE GJRJA|M]s|

Hasbre and its logo, SCRABBLE®, associated logo, the design of the distinctive SCRABBLE brand
game board, and the distinctive letter tile designs are frademarks of Hasbro in the United States and
Canada. ©2024 Hasbro. All rights reserved. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Double
Word Score
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Triple

RACK1

RACK 2

RACK 3

RACK 4

RACK 5

FIVE RACK TOTAL
TIME LIMIT: 25 MIN

Filbert by LA Bonté

PEOPLE THINK THAT
AS FRIENDS, WE

SPEND TOO MUCH
TIME TOGETHER!

r"___ WELL..

ABSOLUTELY.)

Political Cartoon of the Week by Joel Pett

Sudoku

DIRECTICNS: Make a 2- to 7-letter word from the letters in each row. Add points
of each word, using scoring directions at right. Finally, 7-letter words get 50-point
bonus. "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All the words are in the
Official SCRABBLE® Players Dictionary, 5th Edition. SOLUTION TOMORROW

Word Find By Frank J. D’Agostino
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Country Clovers create covers for cats, kittens

The Country Clovers 4H group meeting
in December focused on learning about the
benefits of native plants and the problems
with invasive plants in our area. They plan
to help with the trail work, replanting and
helping combat invasives at the Hayes Res-
ervoir village park in the coming year.

They also worked on a project to help the
efforts of the Witches Kittens, a local group
that helps abandoned and feral cats. This
organization works on capturing and neu-
tering feral cats and rehoming abandoned
kittens. It is a cause group members feels
1s important; supporting the efforts of pro-
tecting, neutering and rehoming cats and
raising awareness of the importance of re-
sponsible cat ownership. The Country Clo-
vers 4H club built cat shelters for the many
feral cats who need a place to stay in the
cold winter weather ahead. The group then
placed the shelters in a wooded area where
a number feral cats live.

Souper Supper

Old Saratoga Reformed Church will be hold-
ing its annual Souper Supper on January 25th
from 3pm-6pm. The cost is $12.00 for adults
and $8.00 for children under 12, and includes
soup, green salad, bread/crackers and dessert.
You can try as many soups as you would like,
so try to arrive as early as possible to ensure
the widest selection! Dine-in only. The church
is handicapped friendly. All are welcome! For

more information, call 518-695-3479.

Boggle: PERU CUBA
MALI SUDAN SWE-
DEN ICELAND FIN-
LAND DENMARK

Jumble: YIELD HUR-
RY IGUANA HYPHEN
- “HIRE” AND “HIRE”

PAR SCORE 270-280

Hasbro and its Iogo SCR/\BBLE assucla(ed Iogc the des!gn ol (he d sl ncl ive SCRABBLE brand
jame board, and the distinctive letter tile and

[SCRABBLE JUll@ soLuTION

Clover member Flynn
Anderson, 9, reported:
“On 12/1/24 the Green-
wich 4H Country Clo-
vers made boxes into
homes for feral cats to
keep warm for the win- B&
ter. They were made by
taking big plastic totes
and some smaller foam
coolers. First, we put a
foam cooler in a plastic
tote and cut holes on two
sides of the boxes. Next,
we put hay in the cracks
and on the bottom of
the foam cooler. After
that, we cut the bottom
of some flower pots off and put the pots in
the holes. Then, we glued them on. We used
flower pots like a tunnel so that cats can en-
ter on one side and exit out the other. This
1s how we made warm, dry, and safe winter

homes for feral cats.”

Country Clovers members Tracey Ander-
son, Adilyn Wanya, Maddi Ryan, Ashlin
Ryan and Flynn Anderson worked on the
cat shelters.

String Theory Trio

The String Theory Trio is a newly formed ensemble comprised of three friends,
Brian Mooney, Dana Probeyahn-Smith, and Kathryn Tomlin who recently began
exploring the repertoire that exists for two violins and a cello. With decades of musi-
cal experience and training between the three musicians, they have performed with
local orchestras, choral groups, chamber groups, and have taught their instruments
to students of all ages and levels of experience. They will be performing in the Long
Room at The Saratoga County History Center at Brookside Museum in Ballston
Spa, on Saturday, January 18th at 3pm. The concert is open to the public and free,
though donations are always appreciated, either online or at the event. This pro-

gram is made possible through Ballston Spa Committee of the Arts.

FUN & GAMES SOLUTIONS

RACK1= 88

RACK 2=
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INTERPERSONAL EDGE

Enlightened anger management tips

Dr. Daneen Skube
Tribune Content Agency
Special to Journal & Press

Q: I've taken anger management classes,
and read anger books, and still impulsively
say all the wrong things when I get mad. Do
you have any tools you teach clients to deal
with their anger better?

A: Yes, first you need to separate out
your emotions from your behavior. There
are many ways to befriend your inner emo-
tions. Then, there’s one super tool to make
sure your external reaction supports, rath-
er than undermines, your goals.

As Ambrose Bierce (1842 -1914), an Amer-
ican writer, humorously observed: “Speak
when you are angry and you will make the
best speech you will ever regret.” Many cli-
ents have proudly told me how they told
someone off who really deserved a good ver-
bal spanking. I pause, then ask them how
this worked out. They pause, and then give
me a long list of negative consequences.

So, the question never is does someone

Promoted
to Lt. Col.

Major General Ray Shields, the adjutant
general for the state of New York, announc-
es the recent promotion of members of the
New York Army National Guard in recog-

nition of their capability for additional re-
sponsibility and leadership.

Mark Deyoe from Greenwich, N.Y., and
assigned to the Headquarters and Support
Company, 42nd Division Headquarters and
Headquarters Battalion, received a promo-
tion December 11, 2024 to the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel. For more information about
the New York Army National Guard, visit
dmna.ny.gov or www.1800goguard.com.

deserve to be yelled at? The important
question is do you deserve all the fall out,
including losing your peace of mind, to do
all that raging?

My theory is that when we put our own
quality of life first, there’s never a good
reason to verbally spank others. There’s a
saying among my corporate consulting col-
leagues: “Always fear the person who is the
calmest in the room.” The accurate point is
that he or she who is deadly calm is usually
going to be the most effective and strategic.

Also, when we have verbal tantrums
with others, our blood pressure skyrockets,
our hearts race, and lots of cortisol (stress
hormones) flood our bodies. Nothing about
these internal reactions is good for us phys-
ically or emotionally.

Ironically, people who feel less shame
about their anger and accept their anger,
are way less likely to blow up. Anger, in it-
self, is just raw energy. Anger, like intense
wind, can destroy its surroundings, or it
can power wind mills. The wind in itself is

not destructive.

When we use our anger to learn prob-
lem solving, interpersonal skills, and per-
sistence, anger is our ally. When we blow
up at anyone whom we believe is blocking
our goals, we just create a disaster zone
at work.

In addition, the calmest person in the
room has full access to their neocortex
(the part of the brain that creates solu-
tions). Ranting people only have access
to the midbrain (emotions) and the rep-
tilian brain (survival). When we rant at
others, we've only succeeded at becoming
hysterical crocodiles and this doesn’t lead
to workplace success.

If you’re mad, I get it, I'm a fan of the
emotion. There’s much good in my life
that was created by first getting mad.
However, I've spent 25 years in therapy
learning to feel my anger internally and
using the energy to create solutions.
Yes, it can require impulse control to not

blame and rant when I'm frustrated.

I used to consider that when I transition
into the next life, I'll complain about how
few times I got to experience the satisfac-
tion of yelling. However, I figure any higher
power might chuckle and ask, “Yes, but who
was the one that got to all those benefits eh
Skube? I have to admit this is a fair point.

We can’t have our external tantrums, and
our effectiveness. We have to choose to wor-
ship at the temple of our offended ego, or
worship at the temple of our peace of mind
and results.

As you stride out into this next year of
2025, I want you to seriously consider mak-
ing this the year you chose your own high-
quality day over giving anyone you're mad
at the power to cause you to lose your inner
peace.

Your irritation at that person is tempo-
rary, and your ability to keep your serenity
is permanent!

The last word(s)

Q: Is there one screening perspective I can
use to evaluate potential employees? I keep
getting people who are poor performers.

A: Yes, hire for passion and people skills
because you can teach the rest! Employees
who love what they do will outperform in-
dividuals who can do the work, but have no
enthusiasm for the job.

Daneen Skube, Ph.D., executive coach,
trainer, therapist and speaker, also appears
as the FOX Channel’s “Workplace Guru”
each Monday. morn-
ing. She’s the author
of “Interpersonal
Edge: Breakthrough
Tools for Talking to
Anyone, Anywhere,
About Anything.”
You can contact Dr.
Skube at www.inter-
personaledge.com.
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‘Twitchers’ descend on region

Bob Henke
Journal & Press

In England, birdwatchers are known as
“twitchers.” Watching a group of serious
birders for a while will explain this moni-
ker. Looking through their powerful scopes
or huge camera lenses, then popping up to
scrutinize the area with binoculars, panning
rapidly from side to side; if one did not know
their objective, hey might very well be felt to
twitch.

I am consistently amazed by the coordina-
tion and seriousness of birders. Once, many
years ago, I saw a different bird, took its pic-
ture, and published it in a column. By the
next day, people were arriving by charter
plane at the Glens Falls airport and chok-
ing roadways with cars from 20 states, some
people having driven for 20 or more hours to
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catch a glimpse of a hawk owl.

A similar situation is taking place
in the Fort Miller area of the Hud-
son River. On Sunday (January
12, 2025,) there were 37 car parked
along the North River Road, bear-
ing license plates from eight dif-
ferent states, and disgorging over
60 people with thousands of dol-
lars worth of optical equipment.
All were intent upon seeing a rare '
goose, hoping to add it to their life = !
list.

The bird in question was a bean -
goose. A northern bird that prefers |
the sub-arctic areas of Europe and
Asia, 1t is named for its affinity for
harvested bean fields as foraging sites in its
native area.

i

There are two species of
bean geese. Both resemble
the graylag goose, common
throughout Europe. Do-
mestic geese such as the
Toulouse variety were de-
veloped from the graylag
and the bean geese are very
similar in appearance. The
tundra bean goose and the
taiga bean goose are dis-
tinguished predominately
by beak color. The tundra
bean has a dark, heavy-
looking beak while the tai-
ga has some orange on the
bill.

In 2021, a bean goose
was sighted in a small flock
of snow geese on Saratoga
Lake. It was probably dis-
placed during migration by
the unusually strong and
south dipping nature of
the jet stream that Novem-
ber. My suspicion is this
is the same bird, just hap-
pily settled in with a flock
of snow geese. I talked to
a group of birders, advising
them where I had seen the
bird last. One particularly
animated fellow from New

f’
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Hampshire assured me that he had seen the
Saratoga Lake goose and this one was defi-
nitely going to be a taiga. I was not sure what
to make of that but he was moving his equip-
ment to a better vantage point so I was not
able to ask.

I was also surprised to find that, when in-
terviewed, people had reported getting word
about the opportunity to tag a new bird for
their life list to a certain degree from internet
groups but far more often simply via word of
mouth. Everyone calls their circle of friends,
plans are made to travel, and the congestion
on a narrow country road is assured.

I saw the goose on Saturday when I had no
camera that would reach across the wide riv-
er. On Sunday, when I brought the camera,
there was no bean goose to be seen. AsIpulled
up, there a small flock of snow geese was fly-
ing off down river, so I presume it made good
its escape. Nevertheless, there was a great
sense of camaraderie among the birders lin-
ing the riverbank. Those who had seen it,
shared pictures, and those who had not made
plans to “bag” it later in the afternoon. Sev-
eral were going to the Washington County
Grasslands to look for short-eared owls. One
group from Massachusetts were hugely excit-
ed when I suggest a time and place to watch a
rough-legged hawk soar overhead on its way
to roost. None had a rough-leg on their life
list and a hawk was every bit as good as a
goose. Overall, everyone had a good time and
Washington County appreciates the tourism
dollars.



Greenwich’s wild goose chase

Darren Johnson
Journal & Press

As of press time, I've received various re-
ports of a unique goose in town. It may be an
ultra-rare Taiga Bean Goose, but cold be an
also-rare Tundra Bean Goose.

The consensus so far is it’s a Taiga (which
have a longer bill, usually with more yellow
on it). These come from Northern Europe,
and one hasn’t been identified in this state,
or even anywhere in the Northeastern USA,
before.

Birders have descended upon Rock Street
Park in Greenwich, where the rare goose is
hanging out with common Canada Geese
along the Battenkill. (Bean Geese are known
to mingle with other types of geese.)

Village clerk Jane Dowling alerted me by
phone and said that numerous cars with
out-of-state plates were seen parked in the
area, with people trying to get this first-ever
glimpse at the bird.

I've been asking around. To the right is
the best photo I've gotten, from Jeff Nadler
(www.jnphoto.net), a professional photogra-
pher from Burnt Hills.

I asked him if he was a birder and if he’d
ever gotten such a shot before. Jeff replied:
“This is a first recorded sighting for New
York State and have never birded northern
Europe, where it lives. The most notable dis-
tinguishing marks are the orange feet and
bill and a subtle white line along the side.
I am more a bird photographer than birder
but it was still exciting to see such a rarity.”

I’d first been alerted to the bird earlier in
the morning by our “Outdoors Tomorrow”
columnist Bob Henke, who wrote this as
a sidebar to his usual column that he had
submitted by email (he was in the “Tundra”
camp, but as of press time now is leaning to
the “Taiga” camp, he texted me):

“I would be remiss if I did not report the
tundra bean goose, which has been in the
Hudson River in Fort Miller. This goose, a
native of the arctic areas of Eurasia, 1s ex-
tremely common in its typical habitat and
yet quite rare on this hemisphere. One was
sighted on Saratoga Lake in 2021, traveling
with a group of snow geese. My suspicion is,

I—Jeff Nadler photo

this is the same bird, just happily setting up
house-keeping with the snows.”

I'd texted one of the bird watchers, who had
blogged about the sighting. Zach Schwartz-
Weinstein, a scholar and professor who
trekked up here from downstate, is in the
Taiga camp. He replied to my questions:

DJ: Why are so many people interested in
this bird?

ZSW: The goose is a Taiga Bean-Goose
(Anser fabalis) a species native to Scandina-
via and the northern areas of Eastern Eu-
rope. This is the first record of this species
for New York, and the first record for the
east coast of the United States. It is probably
the same individual that spent part of No-
vember and December in Matane, Quebec,
which was the first record for Eastern North
America. This individual was first sighted
in New York at Saratoga State Boat Launch
on December 31 by a birder named Karen
Randall. It was seen there again two days
later, and then went missing for a week, un-
til John McKay rediscovered it at Fort Miller
on the 9th. Since then it visited Northum-
berland and has spent the last 48 hours in
Greenwich, moving between the river and
cornfields.

- e -

Besides the extreme rarity of this species
in this hemisphere, it’s also notable that it
was first seen at the exact same spot that
the first New York record of its sister spe-
cies, the Tundra Bean-Goose, was seen four
years ago.

DdJ: So is it in fact a Taiga Bean Goose, or
a Tundra Bean Goose?

ZSW: The final determination on the ID
will be made by the New York State Avian
Records Committee (NYSARC). This bird’s
bill shape and bill color, as well as head and
neck shape, all point to Taiga over Tundra
(which is also extremely rare in the US.).
Compared to the 2021 Tundra Bean-Goose,
this bird has a longer bill with much more or-
ange pigmentation on it, and a much weaker
“grin patch” on the bill. (Tundra Bean-Geese
have shorter, darker bills, with limited or-
ange, and a much more pronounced “grin
patch.”)

And that’s where were are right now.

Keep your distance from this first-of-a-kind
visitor to Greenwich. Keep your dogs away
from the area. Let the professionals with the
big zoom lenses get the photos. We'll post
them online as we get them.

Journal & Press | Late January 2025 | Page 27



U
Snell Septic Service

Serving the Community Since 1960

Pumping
Inspections
Portable Toilets
Repairs

Family Owned and Operated
A Division of SCI, Snell Construction Inc.

Call 518-692-7477 or 518-692-7401
for a Free Estimate

We're here for all your septic tank needs!

GOT TOO MUCH STUFF?

You CAN deal with it responsibly
& not drive yourself crazy !

Green Martha Professional Organizing
Free Estimates :: References :: Reasonable Rates

MLHealey.com 518-306-9957

WE SERVICE MOST MAKES & MODELS OF
PERMANENT STANDBY GENERATORS

SouTHERN VT StANDBY POWER

802-768-1446
vitstandbypower@gmail.com
Prompt and Professional
Sales and Service

SOUTHERN VERMONT
STANDBY POWER

KOHLER GENERAC

IN POWER, SINCE 1920,

Page 28 | Late January 2025 | Journal & Press

FREE CANCER
SCREENINGS!

Breast * Cervical * Colon

NO INSURANCE?
NO PROBLEM!

Call 518.926.6570
C::caeu:“gsmen;;ic“ésmPrn;;ram L

Your partner for cancer screening, support and information

0 ALBANY MED Health System
GLENS FALLS HOSPITAL

Supported by funds from the state of New York



IN GOOD FAITH

Protecting our peace

MaryAnne Brown
Journal & Press

Peace be with you. We may think of this as
a greeting during a prayer service or a gentle
expression of comfort to others. Rather than
making new year’s resolutions, many people
are choosing a word to focus on throughout
2025. I decided that my word for the year
is “peace.” In a world increasingly filled
with conflict, noise, and division, I thought,
“Peace be with you,” might be a fitting way
to begin the year with you.

Recently, someone said something un-
pleasant to me, catching me off guard. I nev-
er really learned how to fight. So, I usually
try to soothe any ruffled feathers by using
the conflict resolution skills I developed dur-
Ing my nursing career. Yet when it comes
to personal attacks—especially from this
one particular individual—I turn to jelly in-
side. I have even studied a book titled “How
to Fight” by Thich Nhat Hanh, a world-re-
nowned Zen teacher. I suppose I could have
taken the bait, expressed my anger, and per-
haps I might have felt relief by putting them
in their place. However, Hanh explains that
it is best to pause and take note of our feel-
ings—anger, irritation, or (in my case) nau-
sea. When these feelings emerge, we should
pause and focus on breathing in calm and
breathing out peace. “Mindful breathing is
a wonderful way to fully make peace with
yourself.” This is a Zen practice that Thich
Nhat Hahn has fostered in all students of
life.

Back to my “How to Fight” story. This angry
individual was ready to pounce—I could tell.
But from my study and practice, I promptly
took a careful pause and began breathing
mindfully. Because this was a very vulner-
able time in my life, I intentionally decided
to protect my peace. I calmly proposed a so-
lution to the problem, and when the person
offered no response, I repeated my solution
and offered a pleasant goodbye. Personal
and interpersonal peace is essential for our
well-being.

There are many common disruptions to

our inner peace. Gossip and criticism cause
suffering and conflict; social media clashes
increase our polarization; unresolved differ-
ences, unrealistic expectations or fear can
create tension and bitterness. While it is
easy to react in ways that perpetuate the un-
rest, we can grow into ambassadors of peace
by how we respond to the disturbance.

The role of faith in peacekeeping is uni-
versal. Jesus teaches during the Sermon on
the Mount, “Blessed are the peacemakers...”
Muslims see peace as central to relation-
ships by greeting others saying “As-Salaam-
Alaikum” (Peace be upon you). Buddhists
practice mindfulness and detachment from
anger as paths to inner peace. Judaism em-
braces Shalom as wholeness and harmony,
both with God and community. Peace as a
guiding fundamental begins with one person
and radiates outward.

There is a Peace Prayer that is often linked
to Fransis of Assisi, yet there is no historical
evidence that he wrote it, but it is believed
the prayer is inspired by his principles.
My favorite musical rendition of this Peace
Prayer is “Instruments of Peace” on You-
Tube sung by the Drakensberg Boys Choir
of South Africa. Their pure voices urge the
listener to be a peacemaker: “where there is
hatred, let me bring your love; where there
1s injury, we will never judge...where there
1s blindness, we will pray for sight; when
there is sadness, we will bear the grief for
the millions crying for relief. Rules of pride
and prejudice will cease. We will be his in-
struments of peace.”

This Peace Prayer offers us such splendid
words to live by! It could become our very
own Peace Plan.

Responding peacefully to disturbances in
our corner of the world takes a thoughtful
approach. Here are some practical strate-
gies:

1. Pause and practice mindfulness to
manage emotions.

2. Seek understanding: Ask clarifying
questions; don’t assume the worst.

Jace—

3. Be willing to forgive and let go of
grudges.

4.  Model healthy communication: Use
“I” statements and avoid blame.

5. Set boundaries by balancing love
with self-respect.

Sacred Scripture speaks of a peace the
world cannot give—yet our world desper-
ately needs peace now more than ever.
Our spiritual well-being depends on being
grounded in peace. Inner peace requires a
daily pledge to be understanding, kind, and
patient. Peace begins with small, intention-
al efforts. As St. Mother Teresa reminds us,
“Peace begins with a smile.” Perhaps we can
start with simple acts and trust that each
gesture of peace will ripple far beyond what
we can see. Peace be with you.

MaryAnne Brown, RN, BSN, MA is a
music minister at St. Joseph’s Church and
has a special interest in
spirituality and health.
She serves on the Retreat
Team at Dominican
Retreat and Conference
Center in Niskayuna and
provides grantwriting
services.
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Living without TikTok (mis)information?

Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency
Special to Journal & Press

While soon-to-be President Trump mulls
the continued existence of TikTok in the
United States, I am preparing myself for its
demise.

The fate of the addictive and, opponents
say, invasive video feed app currently rests
with the U.S. Supreme Court, which is ex-
pected to hear arguments on Jan. 10. TikTok
is owned by ByteDance, a Chinese-based
organization. The Department of Justice is
concerned the Chinese government may be,
in effect, spying on the U.S. by accessing Tik-
Tok user data. ByteDance lawyers say any
ban violates First Amendment free speech
rights.

Trump’s lawyers say the incoming presi-
dent has “no position” on the controversy
but asked the court for a temporary stay in
hopes a “political resolution” can be worked
out. I assume Trump will resolve the TikTok
dispute after he deports 11 million illegal im-
migrants, creates a new national health care
plan, slashes the price of eggs and solves the
Ukraine and Gaza crises. So, on his SEC-
OND day in office.

Meanwhile, I am trying to imagine what
my life will be without TikTok. I'm cur-
rently tackling Dry January and that’s go-
ing smoothly enough, but I still find myself
craving the occasional glass of pinot noir or a
local IPA with a creative name like Bleacher
Bums, courtesy of Chicago-based Spiteful
Brewing.

I'm not sure I can withstand the tempta-
tions of TikTok.

For starters, how will I function without
reading about the deaths of celebrities, an-
nounced via TikTok, who turn out not to be
dead? In 2024 Joe Pesci, Jeff Foxworthy and
Bruce Willis all passed away, at least accord-
ing to my feed. Last I checked, via sources
other than TikTok, all are very much alive.
TikTok told me Foxworthy, a fellow comedian
and one time golf partner, died in a car crash
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on May 13, 2024. A
panicked phone call
to another comedian
friend unconfirmed
that nugget of mis-
information.

Then there is the
mountain of “some-
thing’s not right
here” videos. These
typically flood Tik-
Tok following a
tragedy, such as the
recent carnage on
New Year’s Eve in
New Orleans. With
evidence consisting
of a grainy video, ob-
tained from a cam-
era mounted to a utility pole, these “sleuths”
are convinced they saw SOMETHING that
trained law enforcement officers and foren-
sics experts missed. Maybe it’s a panicked
pedestrian who fled left when everybody else
fled right.

“Something’s not right here,” is inevita-
bly their conclusion. And if something isn’t
right, the entire tragedy must be a hoax, cor-
rect? Hey, if that’s what TikTok says.

Will T be able to get through a day with-
out absorbing videos of some random Gen
Zer walking down a city street telling me
that, under NO circumstances, should I eat
at a certain restaurant, live in a particular
city, visit a well-known tourist attraction or
waste my money seeing “Wicked”?

Why? Because after one not so pleasant ex-
perience, these “critics” are convinced they
speak for the entire universe.

Finally, who will advise me on issues of
investment, diet and exercise regimens? I've
spent hours watching TikTokers who call
themselves analysts, nutritionists and “well-
ness coaches” telling me how to get rich and
healthy in 30 days or less. All I must do is
follow their advice, which first means sub-
scribing to their TikTok feeds. Say one thing
about these “experts;” they have awesome

multi-tasking capabilities. How else could
one dish out expert advice while still find-
ing time to make daily TikTok videos? Using
TikTok’s new Al features?

Should TikTok cease to exist, I will have
no choice but to read about world events via
Pulitzer Prize-winning newspapers. I'll have
to visit doctors with real medical degrees for
health and dietary advice. Or ask a broker
who has actually worked on Wall Street for
suggestions on where to park my savings.
Just the thought of this makes me shudder.

So, let’s hope the Supreme Court does the
right thing and keeps TikTok around. Be-
cause if the judges vote to dismantle it, that
can mean only one thing:

Something’s not right here.

Greg Schwem is a corporate stand-up
comedian and author of two books: “Text Me
If You're Breathing: Observations, Frustra-
tions and Life Lessons From a Low-Tech
Dad” and the recently released “The Road
To Success Goes Through
the Salad Bar: A Pile of BS
From a Corporate Comedi-
an,” avatlable at Amazon.
com. Visit Greg on the web
at www.gregschwem.com.
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. GUESTWORDS
A fond farewell to Bill Taggart

William “Al” Cormier, Salem Historian
Special to Journal & Press

“Ladies and gentlemen, children of all ages,
welcome to the greatest show on Earth!”

On December 24, at about 10 AM at Palm
Gardens, Sun City, FL, 94-year-old Bill Tag-
gart passed away. The announcement came
to me from Wes Fields, one of Bill’s close
friends.

During Bill’s life, he made many friends in
his chosen professions, professions exciting
and gratifying. In the fall of 1953, as part of
his Hiram College curriculum, he attended
an American University Washington semes-
ter in Washington, DC. It was there that Bill
“ran away with the circus” that summer. He
was hired to work for the Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus, taking care of show
horses and working the ticket booth from
1953 to 1956.

His love for horses began as a child growing
up in Clyde, NY. Wes Fields recalls Bill saying
that as a boy he would ride his horse to deliver
newspapers. Later, as an adult, he moved to
Salem with his mother to live with his aunts
and, Windsong, his last horse. Windsong was
a Morgan horse that would carry him and
neighbors throughout the streets of Salem in
summer and in winter in his “two wheel jog
cart” or his Frank Wright Studebaker Dealer
Salem-built sleigh. Bill’s personality and gra-
ciousness made easy friendships coated with
excitement and the unexpected.

The lure of circus life never left Bill, even
though the outdoor big top circus had shut
down on July 16, 1956 in Pittsburg due to
complaints by animal rights advocates and
Teamster Union pickets. It was here, in his
assigned “Yellow Wagon,” that Bill sold the
very last ticket for the last “under the big
top” outdoor circus show. His story is told in
“The Last Ticket” in the Bandwagon maga-
zine, No. 1 2023. Ringling Bros. and Bar-
num and Bailey Circus would now perform
indoor shows only. Bill, however, continued
to work with Ringling Bros. in the large in-
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door arenas and then smaller circuses such
as Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. Circus, and Cris-
tiani Circus.

When he graduated from Hiram College,
Bill took a teaching job in Savannah, NY
near his home in Clyde and then, moving to
Salem, he took a job teaching in Granville. It
was here his love for honesty and righteous
causes surfaced. He got the Granville Lions
Club to sponsor Pete Seeger, and the Gran-
ville Sentinel newspaper promoted the March
29, 1967 concert. Seeger, despite being black-
listed because of his political beliefs, drew a
large crowd to the concert that was a rousing
success.

In 1968, Bill managed Don McLean as the
Hudson River Troubadour, and that summer
the Salem Rotary Club sponsored MclLean’s
concert. Orchestrated by Bill, McLean partic-
ipated in the July 4 parade and sang in con-
cert on July 5 at the Salem carnival grounds.
That fall Bill was asked by Pete Seeger to
take a fund-raising job promoting the Hud-
son River Clearwater Sloop Inc. He helped
raise thousands of dollars toward the esti-
mated cost of $100,000 to build the boat, and,
with Peter Seeger’s leadership, affected the
start of the Hudson River clean-up.

Bill left a legacy of circus life. During his
employment with Ringling Bros. he took
8mm films of the circus acts and the perform-
ers in and out of the three rings. The film is
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now in the archives of the Ringling Museum
in Sarasota, Florida. His friendship with
Chris Berry, VP of the Historical Society and
Associate Editor of Bandwagon, led to Bill’s
detailed stories of his experiences with the
circus being published in Bandwagon, The
Journal of the Historical Society. Upon Bill’s
death, Circus History Alive! created a “Zoom
Big Top” tribute to him, including a record-
ing of VP Chris Berry’s interview with him,
made only a couple of weeks before Bill died.

His friends such as Wes Fields, Bill’s
Lyndhurst intern, Chris Berry, Pete Seeger,
Don McLean, members of the notable Ste-
phen Rockefeller family, and, of course, his
Salem and Granville friends, whom he never
forgot, gave him continued support. With his
pet dog, Bill made annual summer trips to
Salem and Granville to renew friendships.
Granville Attorney John Winn said, “Bill
was an inspiring teacher, who loved folk
music.” Former Granville student, Paul
Manchester, said, “Bill was the most inter-
esting and inspiring person” he’d ever met.”
Jan Coffinger Baxter, current editor of the
Salem Press, recalled that when responding
to her FaceBook posts, Bill called her “Sa-
lem-girl-Jan” and spoke of his abiding love
for Salem. Bill’s endearments were genuine
and his friendships lasting. We thank him
for being a gentleman and for sharing his
adventures. His memory will remain with
us always.



COLLEGE ACCOLADES

Several area students earn honors

Some Fall 2024 mentions we recently re-
ceived about local residents who made hon-
ors. Feel free to send yours to editor@jour-
nalandpress.com.

SUNY Potsdam

SUNY Potsdam announced its Fall 2024
President’s List. To achieve the honor of
being on the President’s List, each student
must have satisfactorily completed 12 nu-
merically-graded semester hours, with a
grade point average of 3.5 or higher. This
semester, the honorees included:

Kimberly Brandt of Greenwich, NY,
whose major is Music Performance

Dillon Niles of Greenwich, NY, whose
major is Music Education

*  Ben Randles of Argyle, NY, whose ma-
jor is Music Business

Le Moyne College

Reilly McCormick, Freshman Nursing
major from Schuylerville, NY, has been
named to the Le Moyne College Fall 2024
Dean’s List. To make the list, students
must achieve a GPA of 3.5 or above.

SUNY New Paltz

SUNY New Paltz announced its Dean’s
List for the fall 2024 semester, a recogni-
tion for students who excel academically
and earn at least a 3.3 grade-point average
in a semester with a full-time course load.

*  Emilee Archer of Greenwich

+  Sage Frank of Argyle

* Gabriel Gallagher of Salem

*  Grace Overholt of Schuylerville

SUNY Oneonta

To qualify for the SUNY Oneonta Dean’s
List, a student must earn a grade-point

average of 3.5 or higher while carrying a
course load of 12 hours or more. Those who
did locally include:

*  Molly Abate of Greenwich

+  Emma Carlo of Schaghticoke

* Carrie Humiston of Greenwich
*  Tyler Humiston of Argyle

+ Isabelle Jarvis of Schaghticoke
*  Emily McDougall of Argyle

*  Colin O’Brien of Schaghticoke
*  Mia Sausville of Greenwich

Nazareth University

Nazareth University has named the stu-
dents to the fall 2024 Dean’s List.

A student’s grade point average must be
at least 3.5 or above, and they must com-
plete 12 credit hours of graded work that
semester in order to be included on the
dean’s list at Nazareth.

+ Jade Kobor of Schuylerville, NY
+  Megan Stadel of Schuylerville, NY

* MacKenzie Dixson of Schaghticoke,
NY

St. Michael’s College

Patrick W. McGloine of Schuylervilleas
named to the Dean’s List at Saint Michael’s
College for the Fall 2024 semester.

Alfred State College

To be named to the Alfred State College
Dean’s List, students had to take a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours of course work and
earn a minimum 3.5 grade point average
(GPA) out of a possible 4.0. One local stu-
dent did that:

Parker Bendon of Greenwich (Schuyler-
ville Central School): Elec. Cons. & Mainte-
nance Electrician.

SUNY Canton

Andrea Cary, a SUNY Canton Man-
agement major from Salem, N.Y., earned
Dean’s List honors during the fall 2024
semester. Dean’s List recognizes full-time
students who earned a GPA between 3.25
and 3.74.

Clarkson University

Students have been named to the Dean’s
List for the Fall 2024 semester at Clarkson
University:

Damon Brownell of Schaghticoke
And the President’s List (3.8-4.0 GPA):

Seth Boddery of Greenwich

Lauren Marci of Greenwich

Austin Mosher of Schuylerville

Eli Thetford of Salem

Southern New Hampshire University

Mackenzie Watters of Salem has been
named to Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity’s (SNHU) Fall 2024 President’s
List. The fall terms run from September to
December.

Full-time undergraduate students who
have earned a minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for the reporting
term are named to the President’s List.
Full-time status is achieved by earning 12
credits over each 16-week term or paired
8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

Elmira College
Elmira College released its Dean’s List
for Academic Achievement for the Fall
2024 Term. The Dean’s List recognizes
full-time undergraduate students who
were registered for at least 12 computable
credit hours and who earned a term grade
point average of 3.6 or higher.
Faith Ingber of Greenwich
Ellery Mays of Greenwich
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RANDOM THOUGHTS

Benjamin Franklin - saving local lives!

Michael Levy
Journal & Press

If not for a couple of Benjamin Frank-
lins—yes, $100 Dbills—this newspaper
might have lost two readers and a colum-
nist in recent weeks. While $100 doesn’t
stretch far these days, in two separate in-
stances, local lives were saved by devices
priced at roughly that amount.

In the first incident, an electrical fire
ignited in a residential home while the
husband was working downstairs in the
basement, and the wife was asleep in an-
other part of the house. If they had relied
on traditional smoke detectors, which only
alerts occupants in the immediate vicin-
ity, the family believes the outcome could
have been tragic. Fortunately, they had in-
stalled interconnected wireless smoke de-
tectors, which ultimately saved their lives.

The installation of a fully operational
smoke alarm remains a cornerstone of
home fire safety, but interconnected wire-
less systems go further by integrating
advanced technology to
enhance protection. Inter-
connected wireless smoke

nected unit costs roughly twice as much as
a traditional unit, yet the total expense for
each unit is only about $100.

The second instance hits even closer to
home—this one is about me. Recently,
I had maintenance work done on an air-
plane that required the mechanic to re-
move and reinstall the exhaust system.
During a post-maintenance engine run-up
a few days later, my carbon monoxide (CO)
detector briefly alarmed. On a subsequent
flight, the detector went off again, which
raised a red flag since this had never hap-
pened before the repairs. Suspecting an
exhaust leak, I researched online for a
detection method, and sure enough, I dis-
covered three separate leaks. Thankfully,
they have since been repaired.

A leaking exhaust system in an aircraft
can allow CO—a colorless, odorless, and
tasteless gas—into the cabin, posing a
grave threat. CO binds hemoglobin in the
blood more effectively than oxygen, depriv-
ing the body of what it needs to function.

Between 1982 and 2020, the National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) attributed thirty-one
accidents to CO poisoning,

alarms offer a significant ¥
safety advantage by en-
suring early detection and
comprehensive notification -
in the event of a fire. Un-
like basic smoke alarms
that only sound in one lo-
cation, interconnected sys- |
tems trigger all alarms in
the home simultaneously
when smoke or fire is de- ~
tected. This synchronized
response provides crucial
warning time, enabling oc-
cupants in every part of the PRSI
house to evacuate prompt-

ly. For example, a smoke detector in the
basement can immediately alert residents
in upstairs bedrooms, bridging the gap left
by traditional systems. Each intercon-
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A twenty-three of which were
fatal, resulting in forty-two
deaths and four serious inju-
ries. Only one of those aircraft
had a CO detector onboard,
and it lacked the active audi-
ble or visual alerts now recom-

" mended by the NTSB. It was
my CO detector, costing a sin-
gle Benjamin Franklin, that
first alerted me to the danger
of the leaking exhaust, likely
saving my life and keeping me
out of a NTSB accident report.

Of note, I have only had
my CO detector alarm dur-
ing flight just once before, while landing
at Albany International Airport with a lo-
cal beekeeper aboard. A strong crosswind
had temporarily blown exhaust fumes into

a cabin air vent, and the CO alert stopped
within seconds.

For the past decade, I have relied on BW
Clip CO Single Gas Detectors in airplanes.
While this is not a product endorsement,
it is what I have trusted for years after
extensive initial research into these units.
This device is always on and runs continu-
ously for 24 months without requiring
calibration, sensor replacement, or battery
maintenance. When my current unit ex-
pires in a few months, I will be evaluating
newer device options to ensure I am using
the best technology available.

Next time you have a $100 bill in hand,
look at the smirk Benjamin Franklin gives
you if you are buying something truly stu-
pid. Instead, purchase interconnected de-
tectors for your home! Buy a CO monitor for
situations where carbon monoxide may be
present! Trust me, Ben’s smirk will change
into a smile when you purchase some $100
devices that can and do save lives. How
about that for a random thought!

Michael Levy is a retired government
manager  residing in
Greenwich NY and is em-
ployed now as a technical
consultant. He is also a
Commercial Pilot and a
Ham Radio operator.




Proudly Representing The
Washington County Business Community

WASHINGTON COUNTY
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

Washington County, NY

Local Development Corporation | County Municipal Center
383 Broadway ¢ Fort Edward, NY

wcldc.org ¢ 518-746-2292 « info@wcldc.org

v Low interest loan programs for small businesses
located in Washington County

v'Business training ¥'Start up, expansion, and
programs relocation assistance

The Washington County LDC is an equal opportunity lender, provider, and employer

We takelcarelof you/so)you canitakelcarelofibusiness!®




NYS BOARD OF REGENTS VACANCY

Board of Regents of the University of the State of New York, effective April 1, 2025, for one representative
from Kings County for a five- year term; one representative from Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton,
Montgomery, Saratoga, Schenectady, St. Lawrence, Warren, or Washington County for a five-year term;
one representative from Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara, Orleans, or Wyoming
County for a five-year term; one representative from Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, or Westchester
County for a five- year term; one representative from Nassau or Suffolk County for a five- year term; and
one at-large representative for a five-year term. Additionally, effective immediately, one at-large representa-
tive for the remaining four years of a five-year term, and one at-large representative for the remaining year
of a five-year term. Positions are non-paid. A public interview process is required. The applicant must be a
resident of New York State and, where applicable, one of the above-listed counties. Resumes must be sub-
mitted by January 22, 2025. Applicant must submit a resume to BOTH:

NYS Assembly
Room 513, Capitol
Albany, NY 12248
boardofregents@nyassembly.gov

AND

NYS Senate
Room 434, Capitol
Albany, NY 12248
boardofregents@nysenate.gov

] !
Get The Greenwich Journal!
g Save $6 off the cover price. Get The Greenwich Journal mailed to you!
Halloween to Ch rlta 4 2 (we’re raising it soon — so lock in savings!), 24x a year!
AR N $ /year.

tl ALY Just mail this coupon with a check for $42 to

Journal & Press, 39 County Route 70, Greenwich, NY 12834.

Or visit JPSubs.com. Offer expires 1/31/25.
Save $6!

e : : Thank you for supporting local journalism!
H B BN E B E E EEEBENESNBNSEBESESESEBSEEREEREEREEREEREERNBNN
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Salem VFD off to busy 2025

Members of the Salem Volunteer Fire De-
partment did not let the 20 degree tempera-
tures deter them on Sunday, January 12, as
they held ice water training for members on
the 3 inch frozen top of Dead Man’s Pond on
Route 22 as shown in the photo.

Steve Saunders, Fire Chief for the Salem
Volunteer Fire Department, has recently
released year-end 2024 statistics for the De-
partment which include the following num-
bers:

159 Calls were responded to during the
2024 Year including 170 Total Fire Hours,
6199 Total Man hours. The Salem VFD cur-
rently has 37 Active Members, 9 Support
Group Members, and 4 Junior FF Members
and is actively encouraging interested re-
cruits 14 years and older to stop by the Fire
House on any Tuesday evening during De-
partment regular meetings to learn more.
The Fire Chief notes there is a job for every-
one who may have an interest in assisting the
Salem Volunteer Fire Department.

The year-end OSHA MANDATES report
for Chief Sanders included: All trucks were
serviced and NYSI done and passed. An-
nual Ladder testing was done and were
passed, yearly air packs and air station
were serviced and passed. Yearly turn-
out gear inspection was done and repairs
were done where needed. Yearly hydrau-
lic and all extrication tools were serviced
and passed inspection. Yearly hose testing

On WAMC

Journal & Press’s Darren Johnson was
interviewed by WAMC recently on the
separation of The Greenwich Journal from
The Salem Press, after 55 years. There are
some interesting insights about small-town

On Substack

Did you know we have a daily Substack
newsletter with everyday news, such as lo-
cal sports results, obituaries, Letters to the
Editor and event coverage? And much more.

This is free, whether you are a paid sub-

was done and passed, annual fire §
extinguishers and fire suppres-
sion system was inspected and &
passed inspection. Yearly fire
department physicals were con-
ducted, and all members passed.
In addition, 17 Fire Department
members are SCBA fit tested for
the 2025 year.

During 2024 the Salem Fire
Volunteer Department held 13
monthly meetings with one An-
nual election meeting. Fire Ad-
visory Board Meetings were at-
tended. Salem officers attended
6 bi-monthly Chiefs and Officers %
meetings throughout the county. |
Salem held several special meet-
ings within the Chiefs and Officers
organization, their Board of Di-
rectors, and attended Salem and
Jackson Town Board meetings.
In addition, Steven Saunders is
the Treasure for the Washington
County Fire Chiefs Association
and attended their meetings.

Fundraisers throughout the year are an
integral part of Salem Volunteer Fire De-
partment’s incoming funds. During the 2024
year, the following fund-raisers were held:
Chicken/Rib BBQs, Fireman’s Calendar
Sales, 500 Dollar Club, Coin Drop, Sunday
Breakfasts.

community journal-
i1sm in this region, as
well. To hear it, scan
this QR code with your
smartphone’s camera
app and click the link
that your phone will
provide.

scriber to this newspaper or not.

If you become a paid subscriber to the
Substack newsletter, you can get our e-
editions of The Greenwich Journal AND
Salem Press before they mail!

Go to JournalANDPress.com to join —
more than 600 locals already have!

T | L o AT T e S
i) "ﬁ AR EET AL :*‘@'p.-__ { e Pl
s, L= - -

In the 2024 Calendar year, it is important
to note that the average manpower hours per
Firefighter totaled an average of 167.5 hours
volunteered.

The Salem Volunteer Fire Department has
two fund-raisers coming up. On Sunday,
January 26 from 7-1lam, the Department will
host another of their popular Sunday Break-
fasts with Adult tickets only $10, children up

to 10 years of age tickets are $5 and children
under 10 eat free. The firefighters will serve
pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon, several
types of omelets, home fries, and more.

Super Bowl Sunday is on February 7 this
year and the Salem VFD will host a fund-
raiser Take Out / Presale Only Chicken OR
Rib BBQ. Dinners will be $15 per meal of
Chicken OR Ribs, baked potato, baked beans,
roll, and brownie. Tickets can be purchased
at Salem Hardware, A&J Agway, or through
Fire Department members, or by calling
518-461-3317. BBQ meals will be ready for
pickup at the Firehouse between 12-1pm on
Super Bowl Sunday.

More information regarding the Salem
Volunteer Fire Department can be found on
their website at salemnyfire.org/ or by call-
ing 518-854-7516.
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Carrie Conkey’s 1861 Diary, Part 1I

William “Al” Cormier, Salem Historian
Special to Salem Press

Editor’s Note: The first part of this article
was published in the prior issue of the Salem
Press. If you would like William Cormier’s
full column, please visit JournalandPress.
com or email Jan Baxter, Editor, at thesa-
lempress@gmail.com. The diary entries and
the familial ties mentioned within illustrate
the local connection of the Conkeys of Pel-
ham, Massachusetts, Mt. Morris, New York,
with Salem, New York.

That brings us to the 1861 diary of Caro-
line “Carrie” Conkey, unmarried, who died
on April 13, 1871 in Mt. Morris, NY. Her
entries give the reader insight into daily
life at that time, including the start of the
Civil War, politics, travel, social life, wom-
an’s work, arts and crafts, strong religious
practices, medical practices, disasters, and,
of course weather reports so important to ev-
eryone. The following are excerpts from the
diary and are edited for clarification. The
brackets are mine (William Cormier note).

Feb. 25. Johnny better. A note from Mr.
Lee in regard to coming to Perry.

Feb. 26. Ed. Thomas. To Mrs. Bulfinch,
sketched my Poplar Tree, she is quite sick.
Johnny Hastings nice.

March 1. Called at Mrs. Percivals, Miss
Parsons, Mr. Wygent. Julia sick with a
headache.

March 2. Heard the first robin. To a lec-
ture in the P.M. Mrs. Hastings, Mrs. Weson
called. Mrs. Rathbun.

March 5. Kate here today. Oysters for
dinner. Tea at Mrs. Masons, Mr. and Mrs.
Bond, Mrs. Martindale.

March 7. Walked to Dr. Thomas and to see
Mrs. Ames.

March 8. Mrs. Towers, 3 grandchildren
baptized this afternoon.

March 9. To Mrs. Whitings.

March 10, Down to Mrs. Conkeys, church
school in the evening.

March 11. Mrs. Carpenter in to bid good-
bye, and off to Connecticut.

March 13. Mrs. Symones baby at house
this afternoon.

March 15. Walked to Mrs. Conkeys before
tea. Johnny went with us. Mrs. Conkey low
spirited.

March 19. Tuesday. Joshua Conkey died of
Appoplexy.

March 21. Joshua buried today. Went
down to Augustus Conkeys, the old recluse
was alone.

March 22. Attended Church Conference,
came home and found Mrs. (looks like)
Wanover. Johnny Hastings, stayed most of
the day, father and mother went to Roches-
ter to attend the funeral of Orlando Hast-
ings.

March 23. Finished my Tree today, called
on Mrs. Lucino Bingham and Mrs. Green, C.
Johnson to Connecticut.

March 25. Mr. [Samuel L.] Rockefellow
started to N.Y. this morning. Commenced
to sketch my head. Practiced on my Horse
chestnut tree.

March 26. Walked to Augustus Conkeys,
Julia and Johnny came to tea, walk home in
the rain.

March 27. Damp today. Class meeting.
Mary dJocelyn, Mrs. Mary Bea___, Lillie
Mills new members at the meeting. Was not
interested and felt wicked.

March 28. Mrs. Conkey spent the day with
us. Walked down with Johnny after class.
Clara and Mrs. Conkey to tea. Mrs. Sandford
lectured on Temperance. Did not attend.

March 30. We were about half past 12 by
fire alarm, originated in Mr. Nash barn and
burned several shops, and Mr. Nash new
house, his old one and several houses. We
were very much frightened.

March 31. Attended church twice, was
peaceful from staying with my school class.

Johnny began to cry and I had to go home
with him. Julia sick with headache.

April 1. Johnny had the croup last night
and consequently we had little sleep. It has
snowed and blown all day, commenced my
second head, very tedious.

April 3. Pleasant Prayer Meeting. Mrs.
Mathus a niece of Mrs.___met with us.

April 4. Jennie McNair went with us to
hear Cheney’s lecture, spent the night.

April 5. Mr. Rockefellow home today. Jen-
nie McNair took dinner. Julia has a cold. I
went to an exhibition.

April 7. Sunday. Had a cold did not go out
today. Calls today: Dr. Thomas, Mrs. Bul-
finch, Mrs. Wygant and Pa.

April 10. Walter Coy and Sara Rathbun
only one at Prayer Meeting.

April 15. Monday Washing Day, Smashed
my hand. Very chilly today.

April 16. Have drawn my 3rd, little boy
with grapes and peaches. B. J. Frank took
tea with us. Mrs. Pratt went down with Mrs.
Conkey to Mrs. Wombines (Watkins?) melt-
ed sugar. Snowing very fast this evening.

April 17. Have not been out today. The
snow is four inches deep this morning. Did
not go to the evening meeting.

April 19. 7th Regiment of N.Y. left for
Washington to protect the Capitol. [early
Civil War regiment from New York City].
Went to the Ladies Prayer Meeting., very
cold there. After tea called at Mrs. Masons,
Mrs. Lakes, from there to Augustus. Mrs.
Walker is very miserable.

April 20. Very beautiful day. Have worked
a good deal on the boys head [drawing]. Mrs.
Bulfinch not well, the excitement of War is
increasing. What the word will be no one can
tell.

April 21. Mr. Parsons preached upon the
horrors of the war and the necessity of sus-
taining the church in these troublesome
times. Walked down to see Mrs. Walker,

Please read more on next page



SALEM HISTORY

(cont.)

found her very weak. People are all excite-
ment in fear that Washington may be taken
by the Rebel forces.

April 22. Very warm and uncomfortable
today, great excitement upon the state of the
country. A company being formed from this
place. A mass meeting tonight. Judge Hast-
ing speech was very (looks like) irritating. A
crowd formed and went to serenade him and
called him out to have him state decidedly
whether he was for the Union.

April 23. Warm today. Still exciting news.

April 24. At home today. Sarah and Wal____
present at the meeting. We read by
Prof. Phelps of Andover. After tea we went
down to Conkeys to call on Miss Allen and
also down to Mrs.

April 25. Today we had company Mrs. Con-
key, Mrs. Smith, Miss Allen, had a pleasant
visit, all went up to the studio. The talk was
on the war, the delay in getting supplies.

April 26. Kate cleaned the cellar. I worked
a good deal upon the boy’s head. Julia sick
with sick-headache. Johnny outdoors all day.

April 27. Saturday very war today, up ear-
ly, finished my little boys head, sketched a
little drawing but did not get on very well.

April 28. Mr. Parsons preached from Timo-
thy 3-1. Sara and Mattie in the eve-
ning. Mr. Hastings took charge and gave
some very remarks upon the duty of

Southern brothers. Sketched my third
head today, a little girl with long wavey hair.
Walked down to Mrs. Conkeys with Mrs.
Ray and Miss Smith.

May 1. Very cold house, torn up. Mrs. Cala-
han here cleaning, could not hold meeting on
account of the confusion.

May 2. All is in commotion, helped black a
stove. Mr. Rockfellow’s clerk Wallace Green
came yesterday and left this morning. Is
homesick.

May 3. Mrs. Conkey invited us down there
to meet Mrs. Allen, we were too tired to go.

May 4. Called on Mrs. Wood at Mrs.
Charles Bingham, also a Mrs. . Bor-
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rowed a question book, to think about using
it in class. The country begins to look beauti-
ful, the leaves are popping out.

May 5. Have been out to church all day.
Communion Season. Very interesting. Dea-
con Allen preached.

May 6. Mr. Martin gone to Albany, 18,000
troops in Washington.

May 7. Called on Mrs. L. Woodfords and
Mrs. Nichols. Charles Smith father at din-
ner. Julia, Johnny and I went up to the Hast-
ings, left Johnny there. We went to Allens.
Sarah has come home, her father with great
difficulty can make himself understood. I am
so sorry for them.

May 8. Still cloudy and chilly. Sarah the
only one present at the Meeting. Attended
the evening Prayer Meeting, my head very
unsensible at the thought of asking God for
Blessings.

May 9. Pleasant out. Put pockets in John-
ny’s apron. Walked up to Mrs. Hastings and
came home through Janesville. Another War
meeting. No decided hostilities between the
armies and probably before many days the
blood of our men will be spilled.

May 10. Commenced raining this after-
noon. Sam found the pipe in sitting room.

May 11. Saturday. Called to see Mrs.
Wygant, found her children quite sick. The
ladies are making arrangements to make
up clothing for the Company formed here.

Town Hall

Wednesday, January 22nd
5pm at Town Office

Special Town Board Meeting to discuss
grants and contract

Thursday, January 23rd
7pm at Town Office

Planning Board Meeting

Tuesday, January 28th

They will leave probably next week. Been
to church and Sunday School. The report is
Harpers Ferry has been taken. 800 prison-
ers.

May 13. Commenced painting today, found
it very awkward, do not feel well and the
bells ringing calling the troops make me feel
more than ever before the dreadful state of
our country. There has been no fighting. To-
day the ladies are sewing for the Volunteers,
making shirts. Mrs. Bulfinch and I made
one.

May 15. Very pleasant and warm. A man
ascended in a balloon about one half mile
and landed in Mrs. M (?) Carkins yard. Bab
was the only one at the Meeting.

May 16. The whole day has been spent by
the pupils getting ready for the departure
of the Volunteers [104 New York Infantry
Regiment].

Editor’s note: End of Part II. This excerpt
thus ends a partial year in the life of Car-
rie Conkey. She died at the young age of 43.
Many questions are left unanswered. What
remedies were in vogue to combat Carrie’s
physical and emotional problems? Was Car-
rie able to fulfill her dream of teaching? Was
her artwork sellable or just a hobby? What
medical practices existed to combat croup,
colds, bad teeth, psychological, physical and
other illnesses? What influence did the Rock-
efellow family have on her life and goals?

Calendar

6pm at Town Office
Sewer Committee Meeting

Tuesday, February 18th
5pm at Town Office — Audit

6pm at Town Office — Regular Town
Board Meeting

Please contact the Town Offices with any
questions by calling: 518-854-3277.
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Wrestlers move on to qualifiers

Salem-Cambridge wrestlers Ethan Adams, Isaiah
Lohret, and Camden Hill were honored at the Sa-
lem home meet on Wednesday, January 15th for Se- | — |" . E” s
nior Night. Coach Frank Fronhofer IT’s team faced ’ g L__L{__S__.u
the Warrensburg-Lake George squad, culminating | ALEM orern GUEST
with an impressive final score of 51 to 21 over the § PERIOD

visitors. 35 ] 8 fS

The Salem—Cambridge Boys Wrestling team (11-0) FOULS  PLAYER FOUL FOULE
will compete in the January 21 Section II dual-meet n G
state qualifying matches. The Section II, Division 3 J iton
II semifinals will be held at Cobleskill-Richmond- SORE . __MNICH -

SALEM:|

E.q@” | EAER i- gAl fu,..

ville beginning with the semi-final matches starting
at 5pm. Going into the matches as the No. 2 seed,
Salem-Cambridge will face No. 3 seed Coxsackie-
Athens. Winners of the semi-final matches move
onto a 6:30pm face-off. Other Section II qualifiers’
matches on January 21 include top-seed Cobleskill
facing No. 4 seed Hudson Falls.

The winning teams in the January 21 qualifying
matches then head to the State Dual Meet Cham-
pionships on February 1 at Onondaga Community
College’s SRC Arena in Syracuse.

The remaining schedule for Salem-Cambridge
Boys Wrestling is:

21-Jan Tues @Cobleskill 5PM & 6:30PM Section 2
Dual Meet Championships

22-Jan Wed @ Corinth

25-Jan Sat @Duanesburg Dual Tourn (9:00AM)

28-Jan Tues JV Foothills Throwdown @Hudson
Falls (5PM)

1-Feb Sat Ken Baker Classic Tourn @Mechan-
icville (9:30AM)

1-Feb Sat NYSPHSAA Dual Meet Championships
@SRC Arena in Syracuse

3-Feb Mon Adirondack JV Multi Team Event @
Hadley (5:00PM)

8-Feb Sat Class D Sectionals @Cambridge
(9:30AM)

15-Feb Section 2 State Qualifiers (9:45AM) @Cool
Insuring Arena

28-Feb&1-Mar NY State Championships @Alba-
ny MVP Arena (10:00AM)

UPDATES? FOLLOW US AT FACEBOOK.COM/JOURNALPRESS.




